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(57) A system for hierarchical data storage manage- 
ment and transparent data backup in a high speed, high 
volume Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop environment 
comprising first (10) and second (26) Fibre Channel Ar- 
bitrated Loops, each coupling a Transaction Server (16) 
and backup HSM server (30) to high speed disk drives 
(12,14) and mirrored high speed disk drives (32,34) re- 
spectively. The two loops are coupled by a Bridge (28) 
compatible with the Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop pro- 



tocol which forwards write transactions directed to the 
mirrored disk drives (32,34) from the first loop (10) to 
the second (26) but keeps read transaction from the 
Transaction Server (16) to the high speed disk drives 
(12,14) on the first loop (10) isolated from backup and 
HSM transactions occurring on the second loop (26) be- 
tween the backup HSM server (30), the mirrored disk 
drives (32,34) and backup storage devices (38,40) cou- 
pled to the backup HSM server (30). 
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Background of th Inv ntlon 

The invention pertains to the field of backup sys- 
tems in high transaction performance, high data availa- 
bility networks such as Fibre Channel local area net- 
works in large data storage and processing facilities 
such as credit card transaction processing centers etc. 

In typical high transaction performance, high data 
availability networks comprising one or more Transac- 
tion Servers coupled by a Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop 
(hereafter FC-AL or the main loop) to huge banks of on- 
line storage disk drives called JBODs. Transactions are 
processed and data is written to the disk drives and read 
from the disk drives. Typically such read and write trans- 
actions keep the main loop busy all the time. However, 
because of the frequency of failures of disk drives and 
the uneven frequency of need for read transactions on 
some data as compared to other data, there is a need 
in such systems for hierarchical storage management 
functions such as data aging storage and automatic, 
non intrusive backup. 

One mirrored system of which the applicants are 
aware is a mirrored storage system marketed by Vinca. 
In this system, one Transaction Server is coupled by a 
SCSI bus to a JBOD, RAID or other hard disk arrange- 
ment. This server is connected by a proprietary high 
speed link to another server. The second server is con- 
nected by another SCSI bus to a mirrored JBOD, RAID 
or other hard disk arrangement. In this arrangement, 
each time the Transaction Server writes data to its hard 
drive array, the same data needs to be converted from 
SCSI format, packetized for transmission over the pro- 
prietary high speed link and transmitted to the second 
server using whatever protocol is in use on the proprie- 
tary high speed link. When the second server receives 
the packets, it must depacketize them and convert the 
pay load data to SCSI format data and then initiate a SC- 
SI write transaction to write the data to the hard disk 
array coupled to the second server. Thus, the overhead 
of two SCSI write transactions, packetizing and depack- 
etizing to/from the packet format on the proprietary high 
speed link and a transmission over the proprietary high 
speed link must be made to get the data mirrored. The 
increased overhead increases the server processing 
loads and thereby increases the cost in CPU time of 
each transaction. The protocol conversion between SC- 
SI and the protocol on the proprietary high speed link 
between the servers forces the servers to double as 
pseudorouters. 

Other backup products that are commercially avail- 
able are software products like the Replica backup soft- 
ware from Stac Electronics in Carlsbad, California. This 
product can do nothing to solv th problem solved by 
the invention in sp edingupr ad transactions on a FC- 
AL since it cannot isolate backup devices from fast main 
loop devices and ther is no mirrored storage. This 



means that transactions to th main storage devices 
cannot be started until the backup transaction from the 
main storage devic s to the backup storage devices ar 
completed. 

5 The requirement for hierarchical storage manage- 
ment creates a conflict in system performance and cost 
considerations. Hierarchical storage management func- 
tions are typically implemented with low performance, 
low cost devices whereas online transaction processing 
10 systems are implemented with high performance, high 
cost devices. The mixing of hierarchical storage man- 
agement devices on the same FC-AL with high speed, 
high performance on-line transaction processing devic- 
es results in a significant reduction in overall on-line 
'5 transaction processing performance. This is because 
the high performance devices must wait for the low per- 
formance hierarchical storage management devices to 
complete their tasks before the high speed transaction 
processing devices can continue their work. This is be- 
20 cause only one pair of devices can have control of the 
Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop at any particular time, so 
when a hierarchical storage management server has 
control of the FC-AL to carry out a write transaction to 
a backup disk drive, no high speed transaction proces- 
25 sot can simultaneously be using the FC-AL to do either 
read or write transactions to the JBOD drives. This be- 
comes an intractable problem as on-line transaction 
processing systems expand over terabytes of storage 
and will be becoming worse over time as huge data 
30 structures like image, voice and video files are added to 
these already large data structures. 

Therefore, a need has arisen for a way to implement 
hierarchical storage management functions in such high 
performance, online transaction processing systems 
35 without severely negatively impacting the performance 
of such systems. 

Summary of the Invention 

40 A solution to this problem is provided according to 
the teachings of the invention by mirroring the data over 
a Bridge. The Bridge segments the FC-AL into two FC- 
ALs or two LANs of any other type. One of these LANs 
carries high speed, high data availability online transac- 
ts tion processing traffic between a Transaction Server 
and a primary memory, typically comprised of a high per- 
formance JBOD or other high speed storage devices. 
This first LAN or local area network will hereafter be 
called the Primary Loop or primary FC-AL. The second 
so LAN or FC-AL will be called the Secondary Loop or sec- 
ondary FC-AL. It carries hierarchical storage manage- 
ment (hereafter HSM) traffic between an HSM backup 
server and a mirrored memory, typically also a high per- 
formance JBOD or other high speed storage device. 
55 The Secondary Loop also carries data between the mir- 
rored memory and backup/archival storage devices 
such as tape drives or WORM drives. The Primary Loop 
and Secondary Loop referred to herein are preferably 
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FC-AL, but they may be any other typ of local area net- 
work such as Ethernet, fast Ethernet, ATM etc. 

The way this system works is as follows. For any 
write transaction from a high speed transaction proces- 
sor to a high performance J BOD over the Primary Loop, 5 
an additional write operation is carried out over the 
Bridge and the Secondary Loop to the mirro red-storage 
HSM disk drives. The write transaction to the mirrored 
disk drive device or devices on the Secondary Loop so 
as to mirror the data stored on the disk drives in the Pri- 
mary Loop does not slow down processing on the Pri- 
mary Loop because of the presence of the Bridge. If the 
Bridge were not present, a write transaction to a backup 
storage device such as a mirrored backup disk drive 
stalls all further transactions with the fast storage devic- 
es in the Primary Loop until the transaction with the 
backup storage device is completed. However, the mir- 
rored disk drives are fast devices so write transactions 
to them are very fast even though the data must traverse 
the Bridge. Thus processing of further transactions on 
the Primary Loop is not appreciably slowed down by a 
write transaction to a mirrored disk drive on the Second- 
ary Loop. Later, data on the mirrored disk drives in the 
Secondary Loop is moved by an HSM server on the Sec- 
ondary Loop to slower backup devices like streaming 
tape backup drives, WORM drives etc. Since all nodes 
involved on this secondary backup operation are on the 
Secondary Loop which is insulated from the Primary 
Loop by the Bridge, the secondary backup HSM trans- 
actions do not tie up the Primary Loop at all. 

In contrast, in a prior art FC-AL network without a 
Bridge, whenever an HSM server started moving data 
from the mirrored storage to the backup devices such 
as streaming tape or WORM drives, transactions be- 
tween the transaction processor and the main disk 
drives could not occur because the single FC-AL loop 
to which all nodes were coupled was tied up with HSM 
transactions to backup devices. With the architecture 
according to the teachings of the invention, the pres- 
ence of the Bridge isolates the secondary HSM trans- 
actions between the backup devices on the Secondary 
Loop so that the Primary Loop is not tied up in a loop 
tenancy and is free to carry out a concurrent transaction 
between the Transaction Server and the Primary Loop 
disk drives. 

Read operations on the high performance FC-AL 
segment are unaffected since the Bridge keeps the read 
operation confined locally to the Primary Loop so no 
loop tenancy on the Secondary Loop results from a read 
transaction on the Primary Loop. This provides a major 
advantage since read operations can outnumber write 
transactions on the Primary Loop by factors of 9 to 1 in 
many installations. Thus, these read transactions be- 
tween the transaction processor and the disk drives on 
the Primary Loop can proc edata very fast pac on the 
Primary Loop and need not be slowed down by slower 
HSM transactions occurring on the Secondary Loop. 
That is, HSM transactions on the HSM FC-AL segment 
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ar performed b tweenth backup storag devic s.the 
HSM server and the mirrored disk storage all of which 
ar coupled to the Secondary Loop, and are kept out of 
the high speed primary FC-AL segment by the Bridge. 
In this way, 1 6 to 24 hour or overnight backups no longer 
have any impact on system operation on the Primary 
Loop. The only time penalty that is traded off for the ac- 
celeration of read transactions is that there is a small 
latency in the Bridge for each write transaction between 
the Transaction Server and a destination node on the 
Primary Loop while the Bridge looks up the destination 
address in the forwarding table or learns the location of 
the destination node and decides to keep the traffic on 
the Primary Loop. This small time penalty is more than 
offset by the great increase in the read transaction 
processing rate and the greater security of being able 
to do data backup and other HSM functions more fre- 
quently without slowing down processing on the Primary 
Loop. 

Further, if the Bridge were not present, every prim- 
itive and data frame of every transaction on the Primary 
Loop would have to pass through all the nodes located 
on the Secondary Loop of the architecture according to 
the teachings of the invention because they would all be 
located on the Primary Loop if the Bridge were not 
present. Thus, each primitive and data frame in FC-AL 
protocol transmissions would suffer the 6 word delay in 
each of these nodes even though none of the nodes of 
the backup machinery is directly involved in the primary 
transaction. 

The architecture and protocol according to the 
teachings of the invention provide an overall perform- 
ance boost over nonsegmented, high speed online 
transaction processing FC-AL networks with integrated 
HSM components since, in the typical online transaction 
processing center, read operations dominate write 
transactions by a large factor according to the informa- 
tion available to the inventors. FC-AL networks in gen- 
eral provide a performance boost as FC-AL networks 
can be faster than SCSI bus networks (often as much 
as 5 times faster). SCSI bus networks have a perform- 
ance curve expressed in I/O transactions per second 
that rises linearly with increasing numbers of disk drives 
coupled to the Transaction Server by SCSI buses until 
a certain level is reached. At that level, peformance lev- 
els off with increasing numbers of devices and ultimately 
performance falls off with still larger numbers of devices 
coupled to the Transaction Server by SCSI buses. The 
reason for this falloff is that SCSI bus transactions in- 
volve a fair amount of overhead processing to set up 
every I/O transaction. As the number of devices rises, 
the amount of overhead processing also rises with the 
number of drives and the number of buses. Ultimately, 
the overhead of setting up the transaction with the var- 
ious drives begins to catch up with and overtake the per- 
formance incr ase with increased numbers of drives. It 
is this phenomenon which causes performance to fall 
off. 
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Becaus Fibre Channel Arbitrat d Loops are sub- 
stantially faster than SCSI buses, there is a movement 
in the data storage industry t move away from SCSI 
buses and toward FC-AL networks. In FC-AL networks, 
more drives can be added than is the case in SCSI bus 
networks before the performance begins to fall off. This 
is because of the higher speed of FC-AL networks. 
Thus, it is easier to attain one terabyte of storage in an 
FC-AL network without sacrificing performance than in 
SCSI bus networks. 

Further, most Transaction Servers today use PCI 
buses internally. A maximum limit of 3 SCSI buses can 
be coupled to a PCI bus. This is because more than 
three SCSI buses per PCI bus couples too much para- 
sitic capacitance load to the PCI bus thereby slowing it 
down. Thus, attaining a one terabyte storage system 
with SCSI buses also requires the use of more Trans- 
action Servers than is the case in a FC-AL network be- 
cause of the limit on the number of SCSI buses than can 
be coupled to a PCI bus. The large number of SCSI bus- 
es to the J BOD and RAID arrays to reach one terabyte 
of storage therefore dictates that more Transaction 
Servers must be used thereby increasing the overall 
cost and complexity of the system. 

Further, since there is no protocol conversion in a 
network constructed according to the teachings of the 
invention, the overhead cost in CPU time to get all write 
data copied to mirrored storage disk drives on the Sec- 
ondary Loop is much less than for the Vinca prior art 
where a protocol conversion from the SCSI protocol to 
the protocol of the proprietary high speed data link be- 
tween the primary and HSM servers is necessary. Fur- 
ther, the Transaction Server and HSM server in a system 
according to the teachings of the invention need not 
have software that can perform a pseudorouter function 
or the type of protocol conversion needed in the Vinca 
prior art. 

Additional hardware enhancements to support si- 
multaneous writes to the Bridge and the online storage 
JBODs and enhancements to the Fibre Channel Arbi- 
trated Loop protocol supporting multicast to a Bridge 
and one or more other nodes can further enhance per- 
formance without loss of HSM functionality. 

Brief Description o1 the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a system employing 
the teachings of the invention. 

Figure 2 is a diagram showing the structure of one 
embodiment of a half Bridge according to teachings of 
the invention. 

Figure 3 is a diagram showing how two half Bridges 
according to the first embodiment of the teachings of the 
invention can be cross connected internally to make a 
full Bridge. 

Figure 4 is a diagram showing how two half Bridg s 
constructed according to any embodiment of the teach- 
ings of the in vent ton may b connected together to link 
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two Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loops and achieve accel- 
eration over a single FC-AL having th sam number of 
nodes as the two smaller FC-ALs linked by the two half 
Bridges. 

5 Figure 5 is a diagram showing the internal construc- 
tion of a half Bridge according to the preferred embodi- 
ment of the invention. 

Figure 6 is a diagram showing the internal construc- 
tion of a TX port of a half Bridge according to the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 7 is a diagram showing the internal construc- 
tion of an RX port of a half Bridge according to the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 8, comprised of Figures 8A through 8G is a 
flow chart showing processing by the TX and RX ports 
of a half Bridge according to the preferred embodiment 
of the invention to carry out bridging, learning and con- 
flicting OPN preemption decisions. 

Figure 9 is a block diagram of a full Bridge using the 
preferred TX and RX port structures of Figures 6 and 7. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring to Figure 1, there is shown a block dia- 
gram of a system employing the teachings of the inven- 
tion. A high speed primary transaction processing Fibre 
Channel Arbitrated Loop (FC-AL) 1 0 couples a Primary 
Storage Bank of Hard Disk Drives comprised of a first 
bank of hard disk drives 12 and a second bank of hard 
disk drives 1 4 to a high speed Transaction Server 1 6. A 
secondary FC-AL 26 is coupled to the Primary Loop 
through Bridge 28 and is also coupled to mirrored disk 
drives 32 and 34 and a backup & HSM server 30. The 
hard disk drives 12 and 14 on the Primary Loop 10 as 
well as their mirrored counterparts 32 and 34 on the Sec- 
ondary Loop 26 and both servers need to be compatible 
with the Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop protocol if Fibre 
Channel Arbitrated Loops are used for the Primary Loop 
1 0 and the Secondary Loop 26. The Seagate Barracuda 
is one example of an FC-AL compatible disk drive. 

The Transaction Server 16 is coupled via a local ar- 
ea network link such as a 1 0Base-T twisted pair 1 8 to a 
network hub 20 such as an Ethernet™ hub. The hub 20 
is coupled to a plurality of workstations such as work- 
stations 22 and 24 by individual network drop lines 21 
and 23. These workstations carry out processing of 
transactions which sometimes require that data be read 
from the banks of hard disk drives 1 2 and 14 and some- 
times require that data be written thereto. These I/O 
transactions are carried out by the Transaction Server 
1 6 by carrying out read and write transactions in accord- 
ance with the Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop protocol. 
In some embodiments, the high speed FC-AL 10 may 
be implemented using an accelarated protocol utilizing 
the methods and apparatus disclosed in a co-pending 
U.S. patent application entitled, "ACCELERATED FI- 
BRE CHANNEL HUB AND PROTOCOL*, serial number 
08/695,290, filed 08/08/96, which is hereby incorporat- 
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ed by refer nc . In such an embodiment, th FC-AL10 
would be implemented through an accelerated hub of 
the typ described in "Accelerated Fibr Channel Hub 
And Protocol" patent application referenced above. 

The high speed transaction processing FC-AL 10 
(hereafter referred to as the high speed loop) is coupled 
to a secondary heirarchical storage management Fibre 
Channel Arbitrated Loop 26 by a learning Bridge 28. The 
learning Bridge 28 may have the design of the Bridge 
disclosed in co-pending U.S. patent application FIBRE 
CHANNEL LEARNING BRIDGE, LEARNING HALF 
BRIDGE, AND PROTOCOL", serial number xxxxxx, 
filed 1/23/97, which is hereby incorporated by reference 
and the essence of which is described further below. As 
mentioned above, the Secondary Loop 26 couples the 
Bridge to a backup and heirarchical storage manage- 
ment server 30 (hereafter HSM server) and two banks 
32 and 34 of mirrored storage hard disk drives. The HSM 
server 30 is also coupled via a SCSI bus 36 to two online 
low speed data storage devices 38 and 40 used for stor- 
ing archival backups and data having infrequent usage 
or which has not been used recently. In the embodiment 
shown in Figure 1 , low speed data storage device 38 is 
a CD-based write-once, read-many (WORM) drive and 
device 40 is a tape backup system. 

The way the system of Figure 1 works is by mirror- 
ing write transactions in the high speed loop across the 
Bridge. That is, every time Transaction Server 16 does 
a write transaction, it arbitrates for the high speed loop, 
and when it wins control thereof (more than one trans- 
action processing server may be on high speed loop 10), 
it transmits an open (hereafter OPN) primitive to the par- 
ticular disk drive in bank 12 or bank 14 to which it wishes 
to store data. The disk drive on the high speed loop so 
addressed replies with an RRDY primitive and then the 
Transaction Server writes a data frame to that disk drive. 
This process continues with RRDY and data frames be- 
ing exchanged until either all the data to be stored has 
been transferred, or one or the other of the Transaction 
Server 1 6 or the disk drive transmits a close (CLS) prim- 
itive indicating that no more data can be transmitted or 
accepted during this transaction. This can happen when 
a buffer in the disk drive becomes full or the Transaction 
Server for some reason cannot currently complete 
sending all the data. If the transaction is cut short before 
all data is transferred, the Transaction Server reopens 
the connection later and completes the data transfer. 

Assuming that the data storage transaction has 
been completed, the Transaction Server next begins the 
process of doing a mirrored write transaction of the 
same data to the mirrored storage hard disk drives 32 
and 34. To do this, the Transaction Server 16 generates 
an OPN primitive addressed to either the backup and 
HSM server 30 or directly to one of the mirrored storage 
hard disk drives in banks 32 and 34. In the preferred 
embodiment, there is mirrored hard disk drive on the 
Secondary Loop for every hard disk driv on the Primary 
Loop and the counterpart drives on the primary and Sec- 



ondary Loops have identical capacities. Therefore, th 
hard disk drives on the Secondary Loop have identical 
content to the hard disk drives on th Primary Loop at 
substantially ail times, and recovery after a disk crash 
5 on the Primary Loop can be made by copying the data 
from the mirrored drives 32 and 34 onto replacement 
drives on the Primary Loop. When the mirrored drives 
32 and 34 have the same capacity as the primary drives, 
the Transaction Server 16 can address OPN primitives 
directly to the mirrored drives. In some species within 
the genus of the invention, the mirrored drives 32 and 
34 can have smaller capacity than the primary drives 1 2 
and 1 4 to save on costs for the system. In these species, 
the OPN of the mirrored write transaction will be ad- 
dressed by the Transaction Server 16 to the HSM server 
30 which then finds open space on the "mirrored", i.e., 
backup drives 32 and 34 and forwards the data to the 
appropriate disk drive on the Secondary Loop. In these 
embodiments, the HSM server writes the data to an 
available portion of the backup disk drives 32 and 34 
and later archives the data off these backup drives and 
onto the secondary backup devices 38 and 40 so as to 
free up space on the backup drives for more writes from 
the Transaction Server. In all embodiments, the Trans- 
action Server 16, includes some mechanism to try a 
write to either the HSM server 30 or the backup disk 
drives 32 and 34 again later if, when a write to either 
destination is attempted but fails because the Second- 
ary Loop is busy with another local transaction such as 
copying data from the backup drives to the secondary 
backup devices 38 or 40. The details of this 'try again 
later" mechanism in the Transaction Server are not crit- 
ical to the invention, and any way of detecting that the 
Secondary Loop is busy and scheduling another at- 
tempt to write the data to the backup drives later will 
suffice for practicing the invention. 

Hereafter, the discussion assumes a species where 
the OPN of the mirrored write transaction is directed to 
the mirrored disk drives directly. When the OPN primi- 
tive reaches Bridge 28, its destination address is deter- 
mined by the Bridge to be on the Secondary Loop, so 
the OPN primitive is forwarded to the Secondary Loop, 
unless the Secondary Loop is busy with a local transac- 
tion. If there are conflicting OPNs on the primary and 
Secondary Loops 10 and 26, the Bridge 28 resolves the 
conflict in the manner described below which may in- 
volve sending a preemptive CLS back to the Transaction 
Server 16. If the transaction receives a CLS before it 
completes its write to the Secondary Loop, the "try again 
later" software routine in the Transaction Server is trig- 
gered to reschedule another try later. 

Assuming no conflicting OPN situation has arisen, 
and the OPN from the Transaction Server 1 6 is forward- 
ed onto the Secondary Loop, the following things hapen. 
On the Secondary Loop, the OPN primitive propagates 
to the destination disk driv . The destination disk driv 
then replies with an RRDY or CLS primitive which prop- 
agates around the Secondary Loop 26 until it reaches 
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the Bridge 28. When the Bridge 28 sees the RRDY or 
CLS primitive returned from the Secondary Loop, it con- 
cludes that the source is on the Primary Loop and the 
destination is on the Secondary Loop. Th refore, the 
Bridge connects the primary and Secondary Loops to- 
gether as one big loop. The RRDY or CLS primitive thus 
propagates back to the Transaction Server 16 and the 
data write transaction is completed in the same fashion 
as the original write transaction to the disk drive on the 
Primary Loop was completed. Thus, the same data that 
was written to the disk drive on the Primary Loop is also 
written to the mirrored disk drive on the Secondary Loop. 
After this transaction is completed, the loop tenancy is 
relinquished, and the Bridge 28 separates the Primary 
Loop and Secondary Loop again so as to keep all purely 
local traffic on each loop so two purely local concurrent 
loop tenancies on the primary and Secondary Loops can 
coexist. 

The backup and HSM server 30 is free to use the 
Secondary Loop 26 whenever the Secondary Loop is 
not tied up in a loop tenancy with the Transaction Server 
1 6. The HSM server 30 uses the Secondary Loop to car- 
ry out its heirarchical storage management duties with- 
out slowing down the Primary Loop by virtue of the pres- 
ence of Bridge 28. [Howey & Kurt: the following pas- 
sage Is Inconsistent with the "try again later mech- 
anism" previously discussed] Arbitration for the 
Secondary Loop will always be won by the Transac- 
tion Server 16 as between It and the HSM server 30 
since the Transaction Server 16 will have a higher 
priority. Thus, any time both the HSM server and the 
Transaction Server are arbitrating for control of the 
Secondary Loop, the Transaction Server 16 will win 
and be able to complete Its transaction before the 
HSM server 30 can continue any storage manage- 
ment function Involving use of the Secondary Loop 
26. Typical HSM transactions will be to move data that 
has not been used for a predetermined period or which 
is older than a predetermined age to archival storage. 
This is typically done by reading the data to be archived 
from the mirrored storage drives and then doing write 
transactions to the CD WORM drive 38 or the tape drive 
40. 

The Bridge 28 works generally as follows. The OPN 
primitive issued by the Transaction Server has a desti- 
nation address which designates the address of the par- 
ticular hard disk drive to be opened. This destination ad- 
dress is part of the data structure of the OPN primitive. 
The Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop learning Bridge 28 
monitors loop traffic for the destination addresses of any 
OPN primitives and monitors other primitives that result 
from the OPN primitive so as to draw conclusions as to 
the locations of each node in terms of whether they are 
on the Primary Loop 10 or the Secondary Loop 26. This 
process is explained more fully below. Th locations of 
the nodes are stored in a forwarding tabl stored in 
memory in the Bridge 28. Each destination address in 
an OPN primitive issued from either the Transaction 
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Server 1 6 or the HSM server 30 (or any ther nod on 
either bop) is checked against any ntry for that desti- 
nation address in the f rwarding tabl . When the desti- 
nation address in an OPN received from the Secondary 
s Loop is found in the table and the table indicates that 
the destination address is located on the Primary Loop 
1 0, the Bridge forwards the OPN primitive to the Primary 
Loop 10. Likewise, when an OPN primitive arrives from 
the Primary Loop, and the forwarding table indicates 
that the node is located on the Secondary Loop, the 
OPN primitive is forwarded to the Secondary Loop side 
of the Bridge. After forwarding of an OPN primitive, the 
destination device sees its destination address in the 
OPN primitive and replies either with an RRDY or a CLS 
primitive which causes the Bridge to conclude that the 
source and destination nodes are on opposite sides of 
the Bridge and to switch so as to make connections to 
couple the Primary Loop and Secondary Loop together 
as one loop. The data transfer process is then complet- 
ed in accordance with ordinary Fibre Channel protocol 
rules. If the Bridge 28 determines that the destination 
address of an OPN is located on the same loop from 
which it was received, the OPN is not forwarded and the 
transaction is completed on a purely local basis such 
that the nodes on the loop having neither the destination 
node or the source node are bypassed. There follows a 
more detailed discussion of the construction and oper- 
ation of the full Bridge 28 and the half Bridges of which 
it is constructed. 

Half Bridge Operation 

Referring to Figure 2, there is shown the structure 
of a half Bridge according to one alternative embodi- 
ment of the invention wherein the TX port sets data in 
the memory during the learning process. Figure 2 shows 
how a half Bridge can be used to divide a Fibre Channel 
Arbitrated Loop into two loop segments - a local loop 
segment 52 and a remote loop segment 54, although 
half Bridges are never used alone to do this and are al- 
ways coupled to another half Bridge. The remote loop 
segment is comprised of two segments: a TX or transmit 
segment coupling the RX port of the left half Bridge to 
the TX port of the right half Bridge; and an RX or receive 
segment coupling the TX port of the left half Bridge to 
the RX port of the right half Bridge. For purposes of il- 
lustrating generally how a half Bridge according to the 
teachings of the invention, Figure 2 does not show the 
other half Bridge, but represents it by remote loop seg- 
ment 54. The half Bridge, when used in conjunction with 
another half Bridge to form a full Bridge, prevents any 
local loop traffic from being transmitted into the remote 
loop segment across the full Bridge as the half Bridges 
learn the addresses of the nodes on the local loop seg- 
ment. 

The half Bridge has a TX port 56 having internal ter- 
minals 1 , 2 and 3 which are coupled to a state machine 
(not shown) which implements part of the switching 
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rules of the half Bridge. Likewise, the half Bridge has a 
RX port 58 which also has terminals 1 , 2 and 3 which 
are also coupled to a state machine (n t shown) which 
implements the remaining switching rul s of the half 
Bridge. The details of the internal construction of the TX 
and RX ports is not critical to the invention. For example, 
the structure described below for the preferred embod- 
iment can be used with suitable modification of the con- 
trol signals that flow between the TX and RX ports. Al- 
ternatively, other constructions for the TX and RX ports 
may also be used such as control by a programmable 
machine of off-the-shelf FC-AL chipsets to implement 
the learning and switching rules described herein. The 
TX and RX ports of Figure 2 work generally the same 
as the TX and RX ports 100 and 102 of Figures 6 and 
7 and in terms of switching rules, learning, handling ARB 
fill words and RRDY primitives, and resolving concur- 
rent OPN situations. The main difference between the 
embodiment of Figure 2 and the preferred embodiment 
of Figure 5 is in how the TX and RX ports control and 
use memory 78. Accordingly, much of the discussion of 
the specifics of these common operations is deferred 
until the discussion of Figures 6 and 7. The description 
of the general operation of the half Bridge of Figure 2 
will be useful to understand the basic principles of FC- 
AL bridging before the detailed discussion of implemen- 
tation of the TX and RX ports of Figures 6 and 7 swamp 
the reader in detail. 

Terminal 3 of the TX port 56 is coupled to the out- 
bound segment of local loop segment 52 of the loop and 
terminal 1 is coupled to the inbound segment of the re- 
mote loop segment 54 of the FC-AL. Terminal 1 of the 
TX port is coupled to a local return segment line 60 
which is also coupled to terminal 3 of the RX port 58. 
The local return segment line 60 is used to route primi- 
tives and data which originated from a node on the local 
segment 52 which are directed to another node on the 
local segment from the RX port directly back to the TX 
port so that they need not propagate around the remote 
segment 54. Also, the RX port 58 contains a latch (not 
shown but shown in Figure 5 as latch 200) which is cou- 
pled so as to be able to store the source and destination 
addresses of OPN primitives received at a Local RX 
Port, i.e., pin 1 of RX port 58 coupled to the inbound 
portion of the local loop segment 52. Likewise, the TX 
port 56 includes a latch 202 (not shown but shown in 
Figure 5 as latch 202) which is coupled so as to be able 
to store OPN primitives received at the Remote RX Port, 
i.e., pin 2 of the TX port 56 coupled to the inbound por- 
tion of the remote loop segment 54. The operation of 
these latches to support resolution of various concurrent 
OPN scenarios will be explained further below. 

The half Bridge 50 is a learning Bridge in that it mon- 
itors traffic on the loop segments to which it is coupled 
and uses the destination addresses of OPN primitives 
in conjunction with the ensuing RRDY and CLS primi- 
tives and the terminal on which they arrive to draw con- 
clusions regarding whether a node having a particular 



address is on the local segment or th remot segment. 
How this is done will be explained in more detail below, 
but for completeness here, the half Bridge keeps a for- 
warding table in memory 78 which is consulted by the 
5 half Bridge when each new OPN primitive arrives. The 
half Bridge uses the destination address of the OPN 
primitive as an index into a forwarding table stored in a 
memory 78 to obtain data indicating whether the node 
having the destination address in the OPN primitive is 
on the local segment 52 or the remote segment 54. 

The half Bridge can only short circuit data frames 
and primitives through the local segment return 60 for 
the local segment 52 and not for the remote segment 
54. Data frames and primitives propagating on the re- 
mote segment 54 arrive at TX port 56 and propagate 
around the local segment and through the RX port 58 
as if the half Bridge was not really there. However, prim- 
itives and commands that are propagating on the re- 
mote segment 54 cannot be short circuited by the half 
Bridge and must propagate around the local segment 
52 even if the destination node is on the remote seg- 
ment. 

The reason for existence of the half Bridge is that it 
makes local loop segmentation and acceleration possi- 
ble and is particularly useful in situations where there 
are two separate concentrations of nodes, each concen- 
tration separated from the other by some appreciable 
distance. In such a situation, symbolized by Figure 4, 
the first concentration of nodes are coupled by a seg- 
ment 1 FC-AL designated 62 which are coupled to a first 
half Bridge 66. The second concentration of nodes are 
coupled by a segment 2 FC-AL 64 which is also coupled 
to a second half Bridge 68. This situation requires the 
use of a long fiber optic link represented by fibers 70 
and 72. Fiber 70 couples the RX port of half Bridge 66 
to the TX port of half Bridge 68. Fiber 72 couples the RX 
port of half Bridge 68 to the TX port of half Bridge 66. 
The two half Bridges in this configuration cooperate to 
implement a full Bridge which learns the locations of 
each node on the first and second segment FC-ALs by 
watching the traffic on the loop. As the half Bridge 66 
becomes smarter, more traffic which is between nodes 
on the first segment 62 gets short circuited in the half 
Bridge 66 through that Bridge's local return segment. 
This prevents purely local traffic on loop segment 62 
from having to incur the propagation delays inherent in 
propagating across the fiber optic links 70 and 72 and 
the latency of each node on the second segment 64 in 
order to get backtothe destination node on the first seg- 
ment. Likewise, as the half Bridge 68 becomes smarter, 
more traffic which is between nodes on the second seg- 
ment 64 gets short circuited in the half Bridge 68 through 
that Bridge's local return segment thereby accelerating 
purely local operations on the second segment 64 like 
half Bridge 66 acc lerates purely local operations on the 
first segment 62. 

The way the half Bridge of Figure 2 functions to car- 
ry out its learning process and perform switching to ac- 
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celerate transactions where possibl is as follows. 
M mory 78 stores a forwarding table. Th forwarding 
table is a 1024x 1 memory which has 1 memory location 
for each of the 1024 different possible destination ad- 
dresses that could be generated using a 10 bit AL_PD 5 
destination address in an OPN primitive. The reader will 
note an apparent discrepancy in that the Fibre Channel 
Arbitrated Loop protocol only permits 1 26 different des- 
tination addresses with destination address numbers 0, 
FO (hex), F7 (hex) and F8 (hex) reserved whereas 1024 to 
different destination addresses can be generated using 
10 bits. The 126 different possible destination address- 
es which are actually useable represent 1 26 addresses 
possible with a 7 bit address after reserved addresses 
FO and 0 are removed. The reserved addresses F7 and 15 
F8 are used as a preemption tie breaking method in the 
event of duplicate half-duplex OPNs. Fibre Channel Ar- 
bitrated Loops use 8b/10b encoding and decoding. 

In operation, there are several different possibilities 
for the states entered by the TX and RX Port State Ma- 20 
chines and the switching and other processing that will 
be carried out thereby. The switching and other process- 
ing which is actually carried out by the state machines 
in any situation depends upon the relative locations of 
the source node and destination node on the local and 25 
remote loop segments. 

The state transitions, switching rules and other 
processing carried out by the transmit and RX ports 56 
and 58 in Figure 2 for situations other than handling of 
conflicting OPNs are as follows. Switching rules for nan- 30 
dling conflicting OPNs are as given above in the sum- 
mary of the invention section. The details of the circuitry 
and/or programming to implement these rules to handle 
conflicting OPNs and do the switching described herein 
are not critical to the invention. 35 

The TX port and RX port each initialize such that 
the TX port makes a 2-3 connection between terminals 
2 and 3 therein and the RX port makes a 1-2 connection 
such that the remote loop segment 54 and the local loop 
segment 52 are coupled together as one big loop in co- 40 
ordination with the initialization condition that every des- 
tination node is assumed to be on the remote loop seg- 
ment. Memory 78 is cleared to all 0s using the Reset All 
signal line 500 (1 = local, 0 = remote). The 2-3 connec- 
tion terminology will be used herein as a shorthand ex- 
pression meaning making a connection between termi- 
nals 2 and 3 and likewise for any other terminal pair. 
Suppose now the TX port 56 receives an OPN primitive 
on terminal 2. The TX port of the half Bridge latches the 
AL_PD (destination address) contained in the OPN so 
primitive in an internal latch (not shown but like latch 202 
in Figure 5), places this destination address on address 
bus 108 and forwards the OPN primitive out onto the 
local loop segment 52. The TX port 56 then arms the 
RX port 58 by activating the Arm signal on lin 65. This ss 
sets the RX port to a certain state that will cause certain 
processing to occur if a CLS or RRDY primitive arrives 
at terminal 1 of th RX port from the local loop segment 
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52. Arming of the RX port is symbolized in Figur 2 by 
activating a signal on line 65 in Figure 2, although, in 
the preferred embodim nt, th state machines within 
the TX port 56 and the RX port 58 ar the same state 
machine so all the control signals between the transmit 
and RX ports shown in Figure 2 would not be necessary 
as the data conveyed by these control signals would be 
known by the state machine by virtue of the state it is in 
and the transitions between states. In alternative em- 
bodiments, the TX Port State Machine can be a sepa- 
rate state machine from the RX Port State Machine. 
Such embodiments typically use the control signals 
shown in either Figure 2 or Figure 5 flowing between the 
transmit and RX ports to keep the two different state ma- 
chines apprised of the conditions encountered by the 
transmit and RX ports. 

If the TX port 56 receives an OPN primitive on ter- 
minal 1 from the local segment return 60, it automatically 
makes a 1-3 connection to forward the OPN primitive 
out on the local loop segment 52 in case the destination 
node is there. 

If the RX port 58 receives an OPN primitive on ter- 
minal 1 from the local loop segment 52, it decides what 
to do by first deciding whether it has been previously 
armed. If the RX port 58 has been previously armed, it 
knows the OPN came from the remote loop segment 
and its destination node is not on the local loop segment 
52 because if it had been local, the destination node 
would have converted the OPN to and RRDY or CLS for 
transmission to terminal 1 of the RX port. Thus, the RX 
port knows that the OPN must be forwarded back to the 
remote loop segment, so the RX port makes a 1 -2 con- 
nection to forward the OPN primitive out on the remote 
loop segment 54. The RX port then writes a logic 0 into 
the forwarding table address currently latched on the ad- 
dress bus 108 indicating that this particular destination 
is not on its local segment. 

If the RX port 58 in Figure 2 was not previously 
armed when the OPN primitive arrives on terminal 1 , it 
knows the OPN was generated by one of its local nodes, 
but it does not know whether the location of the desti- 
nation node has been previously stored in the forward- 
ing table. In this situation, the RX port latches the des- 
tination address of the OPN primitive and places the 
destination address on the address bus 108. The RX 
port then reads the memory location mapped to that 
destination address by activating the Read signal on line 
67. Whatever data is stored at that memory location is 
then output by memory 78 on data bus 112 and causes 
the RX Port State Machine to enter one of two possible 
states. If the data returned by the memory is a logic 1 , 
it means that the destination node is local. In this event, 
the RX port makes a 1 -3 connection to transmit the OPN 
primitve out on the local segment return 60. The RX port 
also then activates a Local signal on line 71 thereby in- 
forming the TX Port State Machine to mak a 1-3 con- 
nection to keep th traffic local and bypass the d lays 
imposed by the nodes on th remote loop segment. If 
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the data returned from th forwarding table was a logic 
0, the destination node is not local, so the RX port 58 
makes a 1 -2 connect! n to forward the OPN primitive 
out on the remote loop segment 54. The RX port then 
deactivates the Local signal on line 71 thereby causing 
the TX port 56 to resume the 2-3 connection of its ini- 
tialization state. 

If the RX port 58 does not receive an OPN primitive 
on terminal 1 but observes either a CLS or RRDY prim- 
itive arriving from the local segment on terminal 1, it 
knows that the destination node is on the local loop seg- 
ment 52. Accordingly, the RX port activates the Write 
One signal on line 73 thereby causing the TX port to 
activate the Set signal on line 75 so as to set to a logic 
1 the memory location mapped to the destination ad- 
dress of the OPN primitive previously received by the 
TX port from the remote loop segment. Next, the RXport 
determines whether it has been previously armed. If 
armed, the RX port knows that an OPN primitive previ- 
ously received by the TX port from the remote loop seg- 
ment has been forwarded thereby out onto the local loop 
segment 52. Therefore, the RX port also knows that the 
OPN initiator is not local, so it makes a 1-2 connection 
to forward the RRDY or CLS primitives received at ter- 
minal 1 to the source node on the remote loop segment. 
The RX port 58 then also deactivates the Local signal 
on line 71 to cause the TX port 56 to make or maintain 
a 2-3 connection. This connection by the TX port 56 per- 
mits any data frames arriving on terminal 2 from the 
source node to propagate out to the local destination 
node on the local loop segment 52 so as to allow the 
data transfer to be completed. In embodiments where 
the TX port and RX Port State Machines are combined 
into one machine, the single state machine will only 
have one state which is assumed in this source remote, 
destination local situation and will automatically assume 
the 1-2 connection for the RX port and the 2-3 connec- 
tion for the TX port. 

If the RX port 58 had not been previously armed 
when it received either an RRDY or CLS primitive at ter- 
minal 1 , it means both the source node and the destina- 
tion node are on the local loop segment but the destina- 
tion node is closer to the RX port than the source node 
such that the OPN primitive issued by the source node 
arrived at the destination node before it arrived at the 
RX port 58, The destination node then replied with either 
an RRDY or CLS primitive which the RX port sees in an 
unarmed state. In this situation, RX port 58 makes a 1 -3 
connection and activates the Local signal on line 71 
thereby causing the TX port to make a 1 -3 connection. 
In embodiments where the TX port and RX Port State 
Machines are combined into one machine, the single 
state machine will only have one state which is assumed 
in the source local, destination local situation and will 
automatically assume the 1 -3 connection for the RX port 
and the 1 -3 connection for the TX port. Special rules for 
handling the fatal embrace case of simultaneous or near 
simultaneous OPNs arriving at a half Bridge from both 



the remote and local loop segments will be described in 
more detail below in the section heading SIMULTANE- 
OUS OPNs. 

S PREFERRED HALF BRIDGE, TX PORT AND RX 
PORT STRUCTURES 

Referring to Figure 5, there is shown a block dia- 
gram of the preferred embodiment for a half Bridge. In 

10 the embodiment of Figure 5, the RX port 100 does all 
the setting and resetting of the memory. This differs from 
the embodiment of Figure 2 where the TX port sets the 
forwarding table memory locations to logic 1 and the RX 
port resets them to logic 0 on system initialization or the 

is reception of a LIP initialization primitive. As is the case 
for the embodiment of Figure 2, the LIP primitive will also 
cause the RX port 1 00 and TX port 1 02 to assume their 
default connections, 1-2 and 2-3, respectively. In the 
embodiment of Figure 5, elements having like reference 

20 numerals to elements in Figure 2 are the same and 
serve the same purpose in the combination. 

As in the case of Figure 2, the preferred half Bridge 
is comprised of a TX port 1 02, and an RX port 1 00 cou- 
pled by a local segment return 60 and coupled to a mem- 

25 ory 78 which stores location data for each FC-AL node 
address as the location for the node is learned to be local 
or remote. The half Bridge of Figure 5 includes a com- 
parator 402 which functions to compare source and des- 
tination addresses of OPNs to resolve concurrent OPN 

so situations. All of these circuits are coupled together by 
a plurality of different control signals, the function and 
activation conditions of each which will become clear 
during the course of the discussion of the flow charts 
which describe the switching and learning operations 

35 carried out by the TX port and RX port. 

Figure 6 is a block diagram of the preferred internal 
structure of the half Bridge TX port 102. The TX port 
comprises: a state machine 602 (which can be a pro- 
grammed microprocessor) which functions to provide 
the logic which implements the switching and concur- 
rent OPN resolution rules, count RRDYs and controls 
the switch 608 and insertion/substitution/deletion FIFO 
circuit 610 to do the operations detailed in the flow 
charts; an AL_PA latch 202 which functions to store the 

45 source and destination addresses of OPNs and to au- 
tomatically substitute hex F7 or hex F8 into the source 
address field of any half-duplex OPNs; a remote decode 
circuit 604 which functions to recognize the primitives 
that arrive at pin 2 from the remote half Bridge and ad- 

so vise the state machine 602; a local decode circuit 606 
which functions to recognize primitives that arrive at pin 
1 via the local bypass and advise the state machine 602; 
a switch 608 which controls routing of primitives and da- 
ta arriving at either pin 2 from the remote half Bridge or 

ss pin 1 via the local bypass onto the local loop s gment 
52 connected to pin 3; and insertion/substrtution/dele- 
tion FIFO circuit 610 which functions to block OPNs and 
trailing RRDYS until concurrent OPN situations can be 
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resolved, regenerate and forward winning OPNs, r gen- 
erate and forward RRDYs that trailed OPNs, generate 
and transmit preemptive CLSs, generate fill words such 
as ARB(O) to arbitrate for control of the local loop and 
substitute ARB(O) for any incoming fill words during the 5 
arbitration process or forward them unchanged when 
the TX port is not arbitrating, and enter a transparent 
mode where incoming data frames and primitives are 
passed therethrough unaltered. 

Figure 7 is a block diagram of the preferred struc- 10 
ture for an RX port 100. The RX port is comprised of a 
state machine 612 (which can be a programmed micro- 
processor) which functions to control memory 78 and a 
switch 61 4 and an insertion/substitution FIFO circuit 61 6 
as well as receive and send various control signals to 15 
implement the switching, learning and concurrent OPN 
resolution rules detailed below; an AL_PA latch 200 
which latches the source and destination addresses of 
incoming local OPNs from local loop segment 52 and 
supplies the AL_PA address via bus 201 to the data in- 20 
put of an Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 
when an OPN is generated; a decoder circuit 620 which 
functions to recognize various primitives arriving on the 
local loop segment 52 and advise the state machine as 
well as recognizing when a half-duplex OPN arrives 25 
thereby causing the state machine to cause conversion 
thereof in latch 200 to a pseudo-full-duplex OPN; an in- 
sertion/substitution FIFO circuit 616 which serves to 
block OPNs and trailing RRDYs until possible preemp- 
tion situations can be resolved, generate and transmit 30 
OPNs, preemptive CLSs and RRDYs out to the remote 
half Bridge via pin 2 under control of the state machine 
61 2 and enter a transparent mode where incoming data 
frames and primitives are passed therethrough unal- 
tered; and switch 614 which serves to route incoming 3$ 
primitives and data at pin 1 and primitives generated by 
the insertion and substitution FIFO circuit 616 out on ei- 
ther pin 2 to the remote half Bridge or pin 3 to the local 
bypass. 

Before discussing the detailed operation of the pre- 40 
ferred embodiment for the half Bridge, a short discus- 
sion of full Bridge operation is in order so as to set the 
context for the discussion of the half Bridge process flow 
charts. 

45 

Full Bridge Operation 

Referring to Figure 3, there is shown a full Bridge 
formed using two half Bridges according to the embod- 
iment of Figure 2. Figure 9 shows a full Bridge formed so 
using two half Bridges according to the embodiment of 
Figure 5. This full Bridge is comprised of two half Bridges 
which have the structure of the half Bridge of Figure 5 
and function the way described in the flow charts of Fig- 
ures 8 A through 8G. The full Bridge of Figure 3 is two 55 
half Bridg s connected together to filter traffic from two 
loop segments 52A and 52B and allow two concurrent 
loop tenancies, i. ., two local transactions may b oc- 
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curring simultaneously. The two half Bridges 149 and 
1 51 shown in the embodiment of Figure 3 hav identical 
structures and work identically to the abov description 
of the half Bridge embodiment of Figure 2. 

In the Bridges of either Figure 3 or Figure 9, traffic 
arriving on terminal 2 of the TX port of either half Bridge 
is minimized. In other words, after the learning process, 
only OPNs destined to nodes not on a local segment 
connected to one of the half Bridges get forwarded to 
the other half Bridge. For example, in the embodiment 
of Figure 9, if the source node is node 153 and the des- 
tination node is node 155, all data frames traveling be- 
tween these two nodes are shunted across local return 
segment 60B and never reaches left half Bridge 161. 
Likewise, if the source node is nods 104 and the desti- 
nation node is node 106, all data frames traveling be- 
tween these nodes are shunted across local return seg- 
ment 60A and never reach right half Bridge 163. An ad- 
vantage of this structure is that concurrent conversa- 
tions can simultaneously occur between nodes 1 53 and 
1 55 as one conversation and nodes 1 06 and 1 04 as an- 
other concurrent conversation. However, if the source 
node is 153 and the destination node is 106, the OPN 
primitive from node 153 will be forwarded on line 54B 
from terminal 2 of RX port 1 00B to terminal 2 of TX port 
102A in accordance with the switching rules defined 
above. After TX port 102A wins arbitration with ARB(O), 
the OPN propagates to destination node 106 which re- 
sponds with an RRDY or CLS primitive. The response 
primitive arrives at terminal 1 of RX port 100 A and is 
forwarded via a 1 -2 connection and line 54A from termi- 
nal 2 of RX port 100A to terminal 2 of TX port 102B 
where it propagates to the source node 153. 

Similarly, as shown in Figure 4, two half -Bridges can 
be used to connect two groups of nodes that are phys- 
ically separated by long distances. The two half Bridges 
66 and 68 can be of the design of Figure 2 or the design 
of Figure 5 or any other design within the teachings of 
the invention. The two half Bridges are connected to- 
gether by long fiber-optic segments 70 and 72. Since 
the speed of light through a fiber optic cable is roughly 

5 ns/meter, a 200 meter f ull<Juplex link line fibers 70 and 
72 between two loop segments results in 5-9 x (2 x 200) 
- 2 microseconds of additional latency over a short link, 
which is the equivalent of 9 nodes on the link (40 bits 
per FC word, 6 FC words per node, 941 picoseconds 
per bit at 1.0625Gb/sec). On a conventional loop, all 
transfers would incur this additional 9 node equivalent 
delay. With additional 200m fiber optic links, additional 
delay is incurred. For example, with two 200m links the 
additional delay would be equivalent to 18 nodes, with 
three links 27 nodes, etc. On a Bridged segment such 
as is shown in Figure 4, only the traffic flowing across 
the Bridge would incur these delays. 

The operation of the half Bridge embodim nt shown 
in Figure 5 and the TX and RX ports shown in Figur s 

6 and 7 will be d esc rib d by reference to the flow charts 
of Figure 8 comprised of Figures 8 A through 8G. 
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Concurrent half-duplex OPNs present a difficult 
concurrent OPN resolution problem sine the normal 
preemption rules described below do not work since a 
half-duplex OPN only has two destination addresses 
and no source address so an ambiguity is created as to 
whether they are the same OPN (same source and des- 
tination address) or not. This is resolved as follows. 
First, a rule is adopted that no half duplex OPN can be 
forwarded from one half Bridge to another. Instead, any 
half duplex OPN received at the RX port is recognized 
and automatically converted to a pseudo-full-duplex 
OPN when it is stored in latch 200 as follows. In a half- 
duplex OPN where no source address is provided, the 
half Bridge RX port decode circuit 620 will recognize the 
arrival of a half duplex OPN at pin 1 and activate the 
Half Duplex control signal to alert state machine 612 of 
the event. The state machine 61 2 then asserts RX Con- 
vert to cause latch circuit 200 to insert either hex F7 or 
hex F8 for the source address in the AL_PA latch 200 
in place of the destination address that was originally 
there. The choice between F7 and F8 depends upon 
how the Bridge was configured upon installation. This 
permits easy preemption resolution using the full duplex 
rules described herein in the event of concurrent OPNs 
with the same AL_PD. The OPNs are then compared 
by the preemption process described below and one or 
the other of them is preempted. One of the full or pseu- 
do-full-duplex OPNs will survive and will be forwarded 
by the RX port of the half Bridge which received it to the 
other half Bridge or over the local bypass path. When a 
winning OPN is forwarded by the RX port to the remote 
half Bridge, if it was originally a half-duplex OPN, it is 
not converted back to its original half duplex form. When 
a winning OPN is forwarded by the RX port over the local 
bypass, it is converted back to its original half-duplex 
form by assertion of the RX Convert Back signal by state 
machine 61 2. This causes the Insertion/Substitution cir- 
cuit 616 to substitute the AL_PD of the OPN for its F7 
or F8 in the source address field. When a winning OPN 
is forwarded onto the local loop by the TX port, if it was 
originally a half-duplex OPN, it is converted back to its 
original ha If -duplex form by assertion of a Convert Back 
signal by TX Port State Machine 602. This causes the 
Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 610 to sub- 
stitute the AL_PD of an OPN for the F7 or F8 source 
address thereby converting it back to its original form. 

SWITCHING RULES AND STATES FOR THE 
TRANSMIT AND RX PORTS OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF THE HALF BRIDGE OF FIGURE 5 

There is given below the port state machine state 
transition and switching rules implemented by the state 
machines in the RX and TX ports, 1 00 and 1 02, respec- 
tively, in the embodiment of Figure 5. Th rules are given 
in the form of flow charts. The section of this specifica- 
tion entitled RULES FOR HANDLING OF ARB PRIMI- 
TIVES BY BOTH HALF BRIDGE AND FULL BRIDGE 
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contains arbitration primitive handling rules for both th 
RX ports and the TX ports of the embodiments of Fig- 
ures 2 and 5, and is incorporated by reference into th 
following port state transition and switching rules. 

5 

RULES FOR HANDLING OF ARB PRIMITIVES BY 
BOTH HALF BRIDGE AND FULL BRIDGE 

ARB primitives are output by any node or TX port 
io or RX port desiring to obtain control of a loop segment 
prior to transmission. The ARB primitive includes a pri- 
ority designator therein which indicates the priority of the 
node or TX port or RX port that issued it. Each node or 
TX port or RX port which receives an ARB primitive fill 
is word examines the priority thereof. If that node or TX 
port or RX port desires to transmit, the ARB priority des- 
ignator of the incoming ARB is changed to the priority 
designator of the node or TX port or RX port which de- 
sired to transmit if the priority thereof is higher than the 
priority of the incoming ARB primitive and the ARB is 
forwarded If the priority of the incoming ARB is higher 
than the priority of the node, TX port or RX port which 
desires to transmit, the incoming ARB is forwarded with- 
out change. If a TX port, RX port or node sees its own 
ARB comes back to it, it knows it has won the arbitration 
and has permission to transmit. After a node or a TX 
port or an RX port sees its own ARB come back to it, it 
thereafter "swallows" all incoming ARBs, regardless of 
their priority, by substituting the highest priority address, 
F0, for the priority designator of all incoming ARBs until 
the node, TX port or RX port has relinquished the loop. 
At that time, the ARB handling rules defined above for 
the time before the node saw its own ARB come back 
are resumed. 

In the case where the TX port 1 02 receives a remote 
OPN on pin 2, it begins to arbitrate for control of the local 
loop segment. It can happen that a node on the local 
loop segment decides that it needs to transmit. That lo- 
cal node will also begin to arbitrate for the local loop seg- 
ment. If the local node's ARB comes back to it before 
the remote OPN arrives, the TX port's ARBs will all be 
swallowed, and the TX port will block the remote OPN 
from transmission onto the local loop and latch the 
source and destination addresses thereof. Meanwhile, 
the local node will generate an OPN which arrives at the 
Local RX Port, pin 1 of the RX port 1 00. This will trigger 
the preemption rules above to decide which OPN to 
preempt. If the local node begins to arbitrate for the local 
loop segment after the TX port has arbitrated for and 
won control of the local loop, no preemption situation 
arises. This is because the local node's ARBs will be 
swallowed by the TX port so it will never gain control of 
the local loop segment and transmit a local OPN to the 
RX port that would cause a concurrent OPN situation to 
arise. 

On a half Bridge, the ARBs from the local nodes 
arriving at the Local RX Port, all remain local, i. ., are 
transmitted out pin 3 of the RX port to pin 1 of the TX 
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port. The TX port then just forwards the ARB primitiv 
out on pin 3, the Local TX Port. On a full Bridge, the 
same thing happens. Specifically, the ARB primitives ar- 
riving at the Local RX Port of the RX port are not for- 
warded to the other half Bridge but are sent only to the 
TX port of the half Bridge which received the ARB prim- 
itive. Consequently, on a full Bridge, no ARBs flow be- 
tween the local and remote loop seqments coupled to 
the two half Bridges. Instead, ARBs arrive at the Local 
RX Port and are forwarded to terminal 1 of the local TX 
port without ever being transmitted on terminal 2 of the 
local RX port (see Figure 3) to the remote loop segment. 

Half Bridges cannot stand alone. They must be con- 
nected to another half Bridge either locally to make a full 
Bridge or remotely as in the configuration of Figure 4. 

Referring to Figure 8, which is comprised of multiple 
pages of flow charts labelled Figure 8A, 8B etc., there 
is shown a flow chart graphically illustrating the half-to- 
pseudo-full-duplex conversion processing, learning, 
preemption and switching rules which are followed con- 
currently by the TX port 102 and the RX port 1 00 in each 
half Bridge of a full Bridge. The reader should read the 
flowcharts of Figure 8 A et seq. in conjunction with study 
of Figures 5, 6 and 7 for a full understanding of the func- 
tions and relationships between the circuit elements and 
control signal activations. Below there are reiterated 6 
possible scenarios some of which require preemption 
and some of which do not. Processing of the various 
cases on the flowcharts of Figures 8 A et seq. is indicated 
by labels at appropriate branches of the flowchart. 

Case 1 : a local OPN at the left half Bridge is for- 
warded to the right half Bridge followed by receipt at the 
left half Bridge of a different remote OPN. In this case, 
conflicting OPNs make preemption of one of them nec- 
essary. The preemption decision is based upon a com- 
parison of the addresses of the conflicting OPNs. Half 
duplex OPNs are converted to pseudo-full duplex OPNs 
before the preemption address comparison is done. If 
the address comparison indicates that the local OPN of 
the left half Bridge is higher priority than the remote OPN 
received at the left half Bridge, the remote OPN is dis- 
carded by the left Bridge and the right half Bridge sends 
out a preemptive CLS to close the source node which 
generated the lower priority remote OPN. If the remote 
OPN at the left half Bridge is higher priority, the left half 
Bridge transmits a preemptive CLS on it local loop to 
close the node which generated the lower priority local 
OPN. The left half Bridge then arbitrates for control of 
the left half Bridge local loop using ARB(O). Any ARB fill 
words coming in from the right half Bridge are converted 
to ARB(0) by the left half Bridge during this process. Ar- 
bitration is won by the left half Bridge when it sees ARB 
(0) return to it. When arbitration is won by the left half 
Bridge, the remote OPN is transmitted by the left half 
Bridge out onto the left half Bridge local loop. The right 
half Bridge, which independently does its own compar- 
ison, concludes that the lower priority OPN forward d 
to it by the left half Bridge must be discarded. 



Cas 2 : a local OPN forth left half Bridge has been 
forwarded across the local bypass to the left half Bridge 
TX port when, later, a different remote OPN arrives at 
the TX port of the left half Bridge. This situation is r - 
5 solved by an automatic preemption of the remote OPN 
by the left half Bridge sending out a preemptive CLS to 
the right half Bridge since the local loop is busy. 

Case 3 : a remote OPN is received at the left half 
Bridge simultaneously with receipt at the left half Bridge 
of a local OPN. This situation is resolved by examining 
the addresses of the two OPNs and sending a preemp- 
tive CLS to close the source node of the lower priority 
OPN, the preemptive CLS being transmitted by the half 
Bridge coupled to the local loop coupled to the source 
node of the lower priority OPN. Following the preemp- 
tion, if the local OPN is higher priority, the memory is 
accessed to determine whether the destination address 
of the winning local OPN is local or remote, and the local 
OPN is forwarded via the appropriate path to its desti- 
nation. 

Case 4 : a remote OPN is received by the left half 
Bridge followed by receipt of a different local OPN. 
When the remote OPN is received, the TX port starts to 
arbitrate for the local loop. If a local OPN is received 
before arbitration is won by the TX port, the remote OPN 
is too late because the local loop is considered to be 
busy as soon as arbitration is won by the source node 
which generated the local OPN. Therefore, the remote 
OPN is preempted by transmission of a preemptive CLS 
from the left half Bridge to the right half Bridge, and the 
left half Bridge then discards the remote OPN. 

Case 5 (no preemption necessary) : a local OPN is 
received at the left half Bridge and is forwarded to the 
right half Bridge, whereupon it is returned to the left half 
Bridge. When a local OPN is returned from the right half 
Bridge, the left half Bridge must identify the fact that the 
remote OPN just received is the same OPN as the local 
OPN previously forwarded to the right half Bridge. This 
is done by comparing addresses. When case 5 arises, 
the returning remote OPN is forwarded transparently 
onto the focal loop without arbitration and all subsequent 
traffic is forwarded by the left half Bridge transparently 
onto the local loop until the loop tenancy is done, and a 
new local or remote OPN is detected. 

Case 6 (no preemption necessary): a remote OPN 
is received , forwarded locally and returns. Upon detec- 
tion of the identical OPN, the arbitration process started 
by the left half Bridge TX port is stopped, and the left 
half Bridge goes into a transparent mode where all fill 
words, data and primitives coming from the right half 
Bridge are passed transparently through the local loop 
and forwarded back to the right half Bridge where they 
either reach a destination node or are forwarded to the 
source node. If the destination node is present on the 
local loop of the right half Bridge, it responds with an 
RRDY or CLS which is forwarded to the sourc node on 
the same local loop. If an RRDY was sent, the source 
node responds with a frame of data which is then for- 
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ward d to the I ft half Bridge and transparently passed 
therethrough, through the left half Bridge local loop and 
back to the right half Bridge where it is transparently for- 
warded to th destination node. This process is contin- 
ued until the loop tenancy is completed. The right half 
Bridge learns the location of the destination node, so the 
next time a right half Bridge trys to open the same des- 
tination node, the local bypass path will be used and the 
left half Bridge will be omitted from the loop tenancy. 

Processing starts in Figure 8A with block 101 
wherein the system is initialized by carrying out the fol- 
lowing operations to initialize. When the loop initializes 
(any Loop Initialization Primitive or LIP detected by the 
TX or RX ports of the half Bridge), the half Bridges con- 
nects both local loop segments together as one large 
loop. Accordingly, TX port 102 makes 2-3 connection, 
and RX port 100 makes 1 -2 connection. This is done by 
TX Port State Machine 602 setting the state of a Switch 
Control signal on line 620 so as to set switch 608 to con- 
nect pins 2 and 3, and similarly for the Switch Control 
signal on line 622 generated by RX Port State Machine 
612. Also, the memory 78 is cleared to all logic 0s indi- 
cating there are no local ports yet and all traffic is to flow 
through both half Bridges. This is done by the RX Port 
State Machine 61 2 asserting the Clear All signal on line 
120. 

After initialization, test 103 is performed to deter- 
mine if the TX port has received a remote OPIM primitive 
at the Remote RX Port, terminal 2. If not, processing 
proceeds to step 818 to determine if the RX port has 
received a local OPN on pin 1 . If not processing pro- 
ceeds back to Start in block 99. 

If the RX port has received a local OPN, processing 
proceeds to step 822 wherein the Decode circuit 620 in 
Figure 7 activates an OPN signal on line 654 to inform 
the RX Port State Machine that an OPN has arrived. The 
Decode circuit 620 also activates a TX Arm signal on 
line 644 to tell the TX port that it has received an OPN. 
The Decode circuit 620 also activates a Latch [0:1] sig- 
nal on line 656 causing the AL_PA addresses of the local 
OPN to be stored in latch 200. In response to the acti- 
vation of the OPN signal on line 654, the RX Port State 
Machine activates a Del OPN signal on line 727 which 
causes the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO 616 to 
delete the first 20 bits of the header and OPN from the 
Fl FO pipeline thereby blocking the local OPN from being 
forwarded to the remote half Bridge or on the local seg- 
ment return 60 until such time as the state machine al- 
lows it to be forwarded. If any following RRDYs were 
received, the Decode Circuit 620 in Figure 7 also acti- 
vates the RRDY signal on line 730 once for each re- 
ceived RRDY. This causes an RRDY counter in RX Port 
State Machine 612 to be incremented once for each re- 
ceived RRDY. It also cause the state machine 612 to 
activate a DEL RRDY signal on line 858 in Figure 7 once 
for each rec ived RRDY. This causes the FIFO circuit 
6 1 6 to delete th RRD Ys f rom the Fl FO pipeline to block 
their transmission. Both the OPN and RRDYs can be 
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reconstructed later f r forwarding by the stat machine 
by activation of the Insert OPN and Insert RRDY signals 
on lines 774 and 786, respectively. Th s proc sses of 
storing the AL_PA and blocking the OPN and any fol- 
s lowing RRDYs from being forwarded caused by activa- 
tion of the various signals in step 822 are symbolized by 
step 824. The RX Port State Machine also activates an 
Enable Compare signal on line 638 to compare the 
AL_PA address of the local OPN with the the Default 
10 AL_PA Address stored in latch 202 of the TX port (the 
default AL_PA will be stored in both latches 200 and 202 
whenever a CLR is received by either RX or TX port). 

Step 822 also represents the process of detecting 
if the incoming local OPN was half-duplex and convert- 
f£ ing it to pseudo-full-duplex if it was. This is process is 
carried out by the RX port if the Decode circuit 620 ac- 
tivates the Half Duplex signal on line 658 when the OPN 
signal on line 654 is activated. This causes the RX Port 
State Machine to activate an RX Convert signal on line 
660 in Figure 7 to cause the AL_PA latch circuitry 200 
to replace, the source address with either hex F7 of hex 
F8 depending upon the configuration data for the half 
Bridge. 

If a remote OPN arrives later after the local OPN, 
the address comparison and preemption processing is 
described below in the description of the processing for 
preemption cases 1 , 2 and 3. The purpose of steps 818 
and 822 et seq. is to simply describe the processing 
which follows when a local OPN arrives alone at the RX 
port. 

Continuing with the discussion of step 822 in Figure 
8A, if the local OPN was halNduplex, the Decode circuit 
620 also activates a Half Duplex signal on line 658 in 
Figure 7. This causes the RX Port State Machine to ac- 
tivate an RX Convert signal on line 660 to cause the 
source address stored in latch circuit 200 to be convert- 
ed to either hex F7 or hex F8 depending upon the con- 
figuration data of the half Bridge. 

Further, if the local OPN was trailed with any 
RRDYs, the Decode circuit 620 activates an RRDY sig- 
nal for each one. Each time RRDY is activated, an 
RRDY counter in the RX Port State Machine is incre- 
mented. 

Finally, after step 824, processing proceeds along 
path 820 to step 816 in Figure 18E. 

Returning to the consideration of step 103 on Figure 
8 A, the arrival of a remote OPN is detected by the Re- 
mote Decode circuit 604 which is coupled by line 630 to 
pin 2 in Figure 6. As soon as the TX port has received 
a remote OPN, the Remote Decode circuit 604 activates 
the OPN control signal on line 632. This tells the state 
machine that a remote OPN has arrived. When this hap- 
pens, step 11 1 is performed to arm the RX port to aid in 
the learning process, as will be explained below. The TX 
Port State Machine arms the RX port by activating the 
RX Arm signal on line 634. Step 1 1 1 also represents the 
process whereby the Remot Decode circuit 604 acti- 
vates the OPN signal on line 632 which causes the TX 
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Port State Machin to activate the Del OPN signal on 
line 691 in Figure 6. This causes the blocking of further 
transmission of the OPN as symbolized by block 105 by 
causing the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 
610 to remove the OPN from the FIFO pipeline. The Re- 
mote Decode circuit 604 also activates the Latch [0:1] 
signal on line 636 which causes the AL_PA latch 202 to 
latch the AL_PA address of the OPN just received as 
symbolized by block 105. If the OPN was followed by 
any RRDYs, the Remote Decode circuit 604 activates 
the RRDY signal on line 696 for each one. Each such 
activation causes the TX Port State Machine 602 to in- 
crement an RRDY count, and to activate a Del RRDY 
signal on line 856 for each activation of the RRDY signal 
on line 696. This removes the RRDYs from the FIFO 
pipeline to block their transmission. These RRDYs can 
be later regenerated and transmitted by activation of the 
Insert RRDY signal on line 686 if the OPN just received 
wins the AL_PA comparison. This process of blocking 
the OPN any following RRDYs from transmission 
through the FIFO is performed by each TX and RX port 
in both the left half and right half Bridges whenever an 
OPN is received alone or in combination with following 
RRDYs and should be understood as the process per- 
formed whenever blocking of further transmission of 
OPNs and RRDYs is required by the flow charts of Fig- 
ure 8 A et seq. 

Also, if the received OPN was pseudo-full-duplex, 
the Pseudo Full Duplex signal on line 710 in Figure 6 is 
activated by the Remote Decode circuit 604. This in- 
forms the state machine 602 to activate the Convert 
Back signal on line 712 if the OPN is forwarded onto the 
local loop. This causes the Insertion/Substitution/Dele- 
tion FIFO to substitute a copy the destination address 
for the hex F7 of F8 source address to convert the pseu- 
do-full-duplex OPN back to half duplex before forward- 
ing out onto the local loop segment. 

Activation of Enable Compare on line 638 by Re- 
mote Decode circuit 604 causes an address comparison 
of the AL_PA of the remote OPN from latch 202 with 
whatever AL_PA address is latched in latch 200 of the 
RX port. If there is no conflicting OPN, latch 200 will 
store an AL_PA which will always lose against the 
AL_PA of the remote OPN, Note that in the steps of the 
process symbolized by Figure 8 A et seq., any step that 
requires activation of Enable Compare enables this sig- 
nal only If it is not already enabled. 

After arming the RX port, step 105 is performed to 
latch the source and destination addresses of the re- 
mote OPN. Step 105 is accomplished as a result of the 
activation by the Remote Decode circuit 604 of the Latch 
(0:1) control signal on line 636 successively when the 
destination and source addresses arrive at pin 2. This 
signal is activated once as the destination address ar- 
rives to latch the 10 bit AL_PD destination address in 
latch 202 and then is activated again as the AL_PS ad- 
dress arrives to latch th 10 bit source address in latch 
202. Step 105 also blocks transmission of the remote 
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OPN until its destination can be determined and it is 
clear there are no conflicting OPNs. This blocking of the 
remote OPN is accomplished automatically as th Re- 
mote Decode circuit 604 in Figure 6 recogniz s the OPN 
s and activates an OPN signal on line 632. As noted 
above, this causes TX Port State Machine 602 to acti- 
vate a Del OPN signal on line 691 which causes the In- 
sertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 610 to strip off 
the 20 bits that comprise the header and OPN primitive. 
The OPN can be regenerated later if it needs to be for- 
warded onto the local loop by asserting an Insert OPN 
signal on line 694. 

Test 103 essentially can be a continuous sampling 
of the OPN signal on line 632, or it can simply be a 
change of state by TX Port State Machine 602 when the 
OPN signal on line 632 changes states. 

If test 103 determines that a remote OPN has been 
received, it may mean that the source node is some- 
where on the remote loop segment 54. However, it may 
also means that the source node and destination node 
are both on the local loop segment 52 but the source 
node is closer to the RX port 100 than the destination 
node and the location of the destination node is as yet 
unlearned resulting in the OPN being forwarded by the 
RX port 100 out onto the remote loop segment 54 
whereupon it eventually returns to the Remote RX Port, 
terminal 2 of the TX port via remote loop segment 167. 
This is the reason the RX port is armed in step 11 1 . By 
arming the RX port, the half Bridge can learn the location 
of the destination node of the remote OPN by watching 
the traffic that results at the local RX port as a result of 
receipt of the remote OPN. For example, if the source 
node was node 104 in Figure 5 and the destination node 
was node 1 06, source node 1 04 could transmit an OPN 
primitive to terminal 1 of the RX port 100 which would 
then forward the OPN primitive by making a 1 -2 connec- 
tion if it had not yet learned that node 106 was on its 
local loop segment 52. This OPN would propagate 
around the remote loop segment and return to terminal 
2 of the TX port. The TX port 102 would react to the 
arrival of the OPN primitive by storing the OPN address- 
es in latch 202, and comparing the address fields of the 
remote OPN latched in latch 202 to the address fields 
of the latched local OPN stored in latch 200 in the RX 
Port. This comparison is done by activation of the Ena- 
ble Compare signal on line 638 in Figure 5 and trans- 
mission of the AL_PA address fields of the OPN latched 
in RX port via a 20 bit data bus 1 08 and the AL_PA ad- 
dress field of the OPN latch in the TX port 1 02 via a 20 
bit bus 109 to a comparator 402. If the remote OPN was 
the same as the local OPN, the comparator 402 would 
activate the Equal signal on line 640 which would cause 
both the TX and RX ports to go into transparent mode 
wherein all primitives and data are passed therethrough 
without chang . Since any local half-duplex OPNs 
(characterized by the third and fourth addr ss charac- 
ters being identical) ar converted to pseudo full-duplex 
OPNs in the RX port latch prior to transmission to the 
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other half Bridge, if the abov situation arose where a 
local halt-duplex OPN was forwarded to the remote half 
Bridge and came back therefrom, the comparison would 
occur on th pseudo full-duplex OPNs and the Equal 
signal would be activated causing transparent mode to 5 
be entered. The conversion of any local half -duplex 
OPNs to pseudo full-duplex OPNs is done by setting the 
AL_PS (source address) field to F7 or F8, depending on 
whether the half Bridge was configured to be the high 
priority or low priority half Bridge at the time of initial con- 
figuration of the system. This conversion happens either 
before the address fields are latched in the internal OPN 
latches in the TX or RX ports or after the latching proc- 
ess and before any process of shipping the OPN on bus 
1 08 from the RX port to the comparator 402 and before 
any comparison process. Note that if both the local OPN 
received by the RX port and the remote OPN received 
by the TX port of the same half Bridge were pseudo-full- 
duplex, the source address of each of the local OPN and 
the remote OPN would both have been changed to F7 
or F8, depending upon which way the RX port of the half 
Bridge was configured. In the normal case however 
when a remote OPN arrives which is pseudo full-duplex, 
the F7 or F8 source address is stripped and the OPN is 
converted back to half duplex before transmission out 
on the local loop. If a remote pseudo full-duplex OPN is 
involved in a preemption comparison, if the winning 
OPN is the remote pseudo-full-duplex OPN, it is con- 
verted back to half -duplex before being forwarded to the 
local loop segment. If the winning OPN is either a local 
full duplex OPN or a local pseudo full-duplex OPN, no 
change is made to the full-duplex or pseudo full-duplex 
OPN prior to transmission to the remote half Bridge. 

After latching the source and destination addresses 
in step 105, processing proceeds via path 642 to test 
652 on Figure 8B. That test checks the TX Arm signal 
on line 644 in Figure 5 to determine if it has been recently 
activated. The TX Arm signal is set active by the RX port 
whenever decoder 620 in Figure 7 detects a local OPN 
at pin 1 . The TX Port State Machine notes this fact and 
sets an internal flag or enters an internal state that can 
be checked when step 662 is reached to determine 
which preemptive processing state is necessary. 

When a local OPN has been received at pin 1 in 
Figure 7, Decoder 20 activates the OPN signal on line 
654 which causes the RX Port State Machine to activate 
the TX Arm signal for the one clock cycle needed to ac- 
cess memory and then resets TX Arm on the next clock 
cycle. Activation of OPN on line 654 also causes the RX 
Port State Machine to activate the Latch [0:1] signal on 
line 656 which causes the addresses of the local OPN 
to be stored in latch 200. If the local OPN was half-du- 
plex, Decoder 620 detects this and activates the Half 
Duplex signal on line 658. This causes the RX Port State 
Machin to activate the RX Convert signal on line 660 
which caus s the AL_PA latch circuit 200 to convert the 
source address of the local OPN to hex F7 or F8 de- 
pending upon the RX port's configuration data. 



Activation of TX Arm is done so that if a concurrent 
remote OPN arrives during the time the local OPN is 
being dealt with or just after it is forwarded, the conflict 
can be resolved. The TX Arm signal is activated as soon 
as the local OPN is detected, and remains active for the 
single clock cycle during which the memory 78 is 
checked to determine from the local OPN's destination 
address where to send the local OPN. During the clock 
cycle when the local OPN was received, its addresses 
are latched, its destination address is used to access 
memory, and, if it is half-duplex, its source address is 
converted to hex F7 or F8 in the address latch 200. The 
TX Arm signal is kept active true for the one clock cycle 
during which the memory access occurs, and is auto- 
matically reset on the next clock cycle. 

If test 652 in Figure 8B determines that TX Arm is 
active when the remote OPN arrived, it means a possi- 
ble conflicting OPN situation has arisen. Cases 1-4 in 
the preemption rule processing detailed above in the 
summary of the invention can result depending upon 
where, if anywhere, the local OPN has been sent. To 
determine which preemption case processing is neces- 
sary, step 662 is performed to determine where the local 
OPN was sent or if simultaneous local and remote OPNs 
have been detected. This is done by determining if TX 
Arm is still active or is false. If TX Arm is false, but has 
been recently activated, step 662 checks the status of 
the RX Switch Pos. signal on line 664 in Figure 5. This 
signal is set by the RX Port State Machine to a logic 
state which corresponds with the position of switch 614 
when the TX Arm signal is deactivated after the memory 
access has been completed and the switch moved to 
the position necessary to forward the local OPN to its 
destination. 

Case 2 arises if step 662 determines that the local 
OPN has been previously forwarded on the local bypass 
to the TX port prior to the time the remote OPN arrives. 
The TX port determines where the local OPN was sent 
on the local bypass by determining if the TX Arm signal 
is still true, and, if not, by checking the status of an RX 
Switch Pos. signal on line 664 to see if switch 614 in 
Figure 7 is set to the 1 -3 position. When TX Arm is false, 
it means that the memory access has been completed 
and the RX Switch Pos. Signal will indicate whether the 
local OPN was sent on the local bypass or forwarded to 
the remote half Bridge. 

When a case 2 preemption situation arises, step 
666 is performed to carry out an automatic first-come, 
first-served preemption. Case 2 involves the local loop 
being busy at the time the remote OPN arrives. This will 
be the case when step 662 discovers that the local OPN 
has been previously forwarded on the local bypass 
when the remote OPN arrives. Step 666 carries out this 
automatic preemption by the TX Port State Machine ac- 
tivating the Auto Preemption signal on line 646 in Figure 
5. This causes the RX Port State Machine to set th 
Switch Control signal on lin 622 in Figure 7 to set the 
switch 61 4 to a 1 -2 connection and to activate the Insert 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



15 



29 

CLS signal on lin 650 in Figure 7. This causes the In- 
sertion/Substitution FIFO circuit 616 to generate a CLS 
primitive and send it out to the remote half Bridge where 
it is forwarded to the source node which generated the 
remote OPN thereby closing it. 5 

If step 662 determines that the local OPN just re- 
ceived has been previously forwarded to the remote half 
Bridge at the time the remote OPN arrived, a case 1 
preemption situation has arisen. In this case, step 66B 
is performed wherein the TX Port State Machine acti- 
vates Enable Compare signal on line 638 in Figure 5. 
This causes the Comparator 402 to compare the AL_PA 
addresses of the local and remote OPNs latched in 
latches 200 and 202 and activate either the Preempt Lo- 
cal Source signal on line 670 or the Prempt Remote 
Source on line 672. 

Next, step 674 is performed to determine which of 
these two result signals from the comparator have been 
activated. The two half Bridges that together comprise 
the full Bridge each simultaneously perform the proc- 
esses depicted in the flow chart of Figures 8A et seq. 
However, the flow charts have been written from the 
viewpoint that the process depicted is occurring in the 
left half Bridge as the local half Bridge such that the right 
half Bridge may be referred to as the remote half Bridge. 
That being said, path 676 out of step 674 represents the 
branch taken if the remote OPN at pin 2 of the left half 
Bridge TX port won the address priority comparison. 
Path 678 represents the branch taken if the left half 
Bridge local OPN won. 

Referring to Figure 8C, the processing along path 
678 will be described. When the left half Bridge local 
OPN won and has already been forwarded to the right 
half Bridge (the reader is also referred to Figure 3 for 
context), the right half Bridge must close the source 
node on its local loop segment before transmitting the 
local OPN received from the left half Bridge onto its local 
loop. This is done by step 668 in Figure 8C. In this step, 
the right half Bridge first blocks the remote OPN re- 
ceived at pin 2 (the forwarded local OPN received from 
the left half Bridge). This blocking is done when the Re- 
mote Decode circuit 604 (see Figure 6) in the right half 
Bridge (identical circuits to circuits in the left half Bridge 
are referred to by the same reference numbers) detects 
a remote OPN at pin 2 and activates the OPN signal on 
line 632. This causes the Latch [0:1] signal on line 636 
to be activated which causes AL_PA latch to latch the 
source and destination addresses. Activation of the 
OPN signal on line 632 also causes the TX Port State 
Machine to follow the same processing that the left half 
Bridge TX port does when it receives an OPN, said 
processing being described by the flow chart of Figures 
8A et seq. In this case, since step 652 performed by the 
right half Bridge would find that TX Arm had been re- 
cently activated when the right half Bridge local OPN 
was received and forwarded to the left half Bridge, 
processing would proceed through step 662 to step 668 
and following. This processing would result in activation 
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of the Enable Compare signal on lin 638 to start an 
addr ss comparison and causes the state machin to 
simultaneously activat th Delete OPN signal on line 
691 in Figure 6. Activation of D lete OPN causes the 
Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 610 to strip 
off the 20 bits of the OPN primitive. 

The comparison in the right half Bridge comparator 
402 occurs between the address of the right half Bridge 
local OPN previously transmitted to the left half Bridge 
(which was a remote OPN there and found to be of bwer 
priority) on bus 108 and the address of the remote OPN 
received from the left half Bridge on bus 109. This com- 
parison wilt yield the same result as it did in the left half 
Bridge, i.e., the right half Bridge remote OPN will be in- 
dicated as higher priority meaning the local source that 
generated the remote OPN received by the left half 
Bridge must be closed. The right half Bridge comparator 
402 will activate the Preempt Local Source signal on line 
670. This will cause the right half Bridge TX Port State 
Machine to activate the Insert CLS signal on line 684 to 
generate and send out a CLS on the local loop segment. 
This closes the local loop source node which generated 
the losing remote OPN at the left half Bridge. 

Next, the right half Bridge must forward or unblock 
the remote OPN and any RRDYs, but before it can do 
that, it must arbitrate for and win control the local loop 
segment. Step 690 represents this process. First, the 
right half Bridge TX Port State Machine activates the 
Start ARB signal on line 700. This causes the FIFO cir- 
cuit 610 to change any incoming CFW to ARB(0) and 
send them out onto the local loop segment. The local 
node which generated the losing OPN will have been 
closed so it will no longer be swallowing ARBs. When 
the ARB(0) arrives at each node, it is forwarded as the 
highest priority ARB by each node. Eventually the ARB 
(0) arrives at pin 1 of the right half Bridge RX port 100 
and is recognized by Decode circuit 620 which then ac- 
tivates the ARB(0) control signal on line 702 of Figure 7 
which tells the RX Port State Machine 612 that the TX 
port has just won arbitration. The RX Port State Machine 
then activates the ARB Won signal on line 704. This fact 
is detected by the TX Port State Machine 602 which then 
activates the Stop ARB signal on line 706 in Figure 6. 
This causes the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO 
610 to stop substituting ARB(0) for incoming ARB 
CFWs. Then the right half Bridge TX Port State Machine 
activates the Insert OPN signal on line 694 which caus- 
es the FIFO circuitry 610 to generate and transmit an 
OPN primitive. This is followed by transmission by the 
Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO of the addresses 
latched in AL_PA latch 202. These addresses are al- 
ways available to the FIFO circuit via bus 109 and are 
automatically transmitted out pin 3 in sequence follow- 
ing generation of an OPN. 

If the remote OPN at pin 2 of the right half Bridge 
had been f Dowed by any RRDYs indicating the source 
node on the local loop of the left half Bridge was issuing 
buffer credit, each RRDY would be detected by Remote 
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Decode circuit 604 and would cause activation of the 
RRDY signal on line 696, The number of time RRDY 
was activated is counted by the right half Bridge TX Port 
State Machine in an internal RRDY counter. When the 
state machine activates the Insert OPN signal on line 
694 and sends out the addresses in sequence, it will 
also activate the Insert RRDY signal on line 666 a 
number of times equal to the number of RRDYs received 
and decrement the internal RRDY counter as each 
RRDY is sent out. This causes FIFO circuit 61 0 to gen- 
erate and send a number of RRDY primitives after the 
OPN transmission equal to the number of RRDYs re- 
ceived from the left half Bridge. This transmission of the 
remote OPN and any RRDYs by the right half Bridge is 
symbolized by step 690 in Figure 8C. 

If the winning remote OPN arriving at pin 2 of the 
right half Bridge TX Port was a pseudo-full-duplex OPN, 
the Remote Decode circuit 604 in Figure 6 of the right 
half Bridge detects the F7 or F8 source address and ac- 
tivates the PseudoFuIl Duplex control signal on line 7 10. 
This causes the right half Bridge TX Port State Machine 
to activate the Convert Back signal on line 712 when it 
activates the Insert OPN signal on line 694. This causes 
the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 610 of 
the right half Bridge to delete the F7 or F8 source ad- 
dress and copy the destination address into the source 
address field to convert the pseudo-full-duplex OPN 
back to its original half duplex state before forwarding it 
onto the local loop. 

Note that the losing local OPN of the right half 
Bridge is automatically discarded by the left half Bridge 
because both half Bridges automatically store OPN AL- 
PA addresses but delete OPN primitives when they ar- 
rive and then just regenerate the OPN if it turns out that 
it needs to be forwarded after winning a priority compar- 
ison. The stored addresses of a losing OPN are simply 
overwritten the next time another OPN arrives. 

Finally, as represented by steps 699 and 701 , the 
TX and RX ports of the left and right half Bridges go into 
transparent mode until a CLS is received indicating that 
the loop tenancy is finished. Transparent mode is ex- 
plained elsewhere herein, but basically it involves pass- 
ing primitive, fill words and data frames straight through 
the TX or RX port unchanged. Transparent mode is trig- 
gered automatically by a TX or RX port state machine 
when an RRDY, data frame or CLS is received which is 
not immediately preceded by an OPN. These events are 
recognized by the Remote Decode circuit 604 and the 
Local Decode circuit 606 in the TX port and the Decode 
circuit 620 in the RX ports. These decoders activate sig- 
nals that tell the state machines what was received and 
cause the state machines to enter cause transparent 
mode by failing to activate any control signal to the FIF- 
Os so no changes are made when data flows there- 
through and to set the state of Switch s 614 and 60S so 
that the appropriate data path is made. After completion 
of step 701 , processing returns to Start block 99 on Fig- 
ure 6A. 
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Returning to the consideration f step 674 in Figur 
8B. suppose the left half Bridge remote OPN won the 
address priority comparison. In this case path 676 is tak- 
en to step 698 in Figure 8C. Step 698 represents the 
s process of blocking the remote OPN until a preemptive 
CLS can be generated and sent, arbitrating for the local 
loop, and, after winning arbitration, sending out the re- 
mote OPN onto the local loop along with any RRDYs 
received with the winning remote OPN. More specifical- 
ly, this process is as follows. The remote OPN arriving 
at TX port pin 2 is blocked when Remote Decode circuit 
604 detects the OPN and activates the OPN signal on 
line 632 and activates the Latch [0:1] signal on line 636. 
The OPN signal causes the TX Port State Machine 602 
to activate the Del OPN signal on line 691 which causes 
the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 610 to 
strip off the 20 bits comprising the OPN. The Latch [0: 
1 ] signal causes the AL_PA latch 202 to store the source 
and destination addresses. Next, the TX Port State Ma- 
chine activates the Insert CLS signal on line 684 which 
causes the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 
61 0 to generate a CLS primitive and transmit it out onto 
the local loop segment to close the source node which 
generated the losing OPN. Next, the TX Port State Ma- 
chine activates the Start ARB signal on line 700 which 
causes the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 
610 to start substituting ARB(0) for any incoming CFW 
to gain control of the loop. When the ARB(0) CFW 
reaches the RX port, the Decode circuit 620 detects it 
and activates ARB(0) on line 702. This cause RX Port 
State Machine 612 to activate ARB Won on line 704 
which causes TX Port State Machine to activate Stop 
ARB on line 706. This causes the Insertion/Substitution/ 
Deletion FIFO circuit 610 to stop substituting ARB(0). 
The TX Port State Machine then activates Insert OPN 
on line 694 to generate an OPN and send out to the local 
loop via pin 3 followed by the AL-PA addresses from 
latch 202. If the RRDY counter in the TX Port State Ma- 
chine counted any RRDYs which arrived behind the re- 
mote OPN, then the Insert RRDY signal is activated and 
the RRDY count is decremented and this process is re- 
peated until the RRDY count reaches 0. 

If the winning remote OPN arriving at pin 2 of the 
TX Port was a pseudo-f uil-dupiex OPN, the Remote De- 
code circuit 604 in Figure 6 detects the F7 or F8 source 
address and activates the Pseudo Full Duplex control 
signal on line 710. This causes the TX Port State Ma- 
chine to activate the Convert Back signal on line 712 
when it activates the Insert OPN signal on line 694. This 
causes the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 
61 0 to delete the F7 or F8 source address and copy the 
destination address into the source address field to con- 
vert the pseudo-full-duplex OPN back to its original half 
duplex state before forwarding it onto the local loop. 

Note that th losing local OPN of the left half Bridge 
is automatically discarded by the right half Bridge b - 
cause both half Bridges automatically store OPN AL-PA 
addresses but delete OPN prim it iv s when they arrive 
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and then just regenerate the OPN if it turns out that it 
needs to be forwarded. The stored addr ss sofa losing 
OPN are simply overwritten the n xttim another OPN 
arrives. 

Returning to the consideration of step 662 in Figure 
8B, step 714 represents the process of detecting that a 
case 3 preemption situation has arisen. This situation is 
detected by the fact that the TX Arm signal on line 644 
and the RX Arm signal on line 634 are both active during 
the same clock cycle. Each of these arming signals is 
activated for the clock cycle when an OPN arrives and 
then reset the next clock cycle. One clock cycle is all 
that is necessary for an address comparison or a mem- 
ory access or both. When a case 3 preemption situation 
arises, an address comparison is performed to deter- 
mine the winning OPN, and then the source node that 
generated the losing OPN is closed, and, if the winning 
OPN is a local OPN, memory is accessed to determine 
whether to forward the winning local OPN to the remote 
half Bridge or over the local bypass. The TX Port State 
Machine 602 does the determination of whether the 
case 3 situation exists by examining the states of the TX 
and RX Arm signals. 

When a case 3 situation is found, the local and re- 
mot OPNs must be temporarily blocked, and an address 
comparison is started in step 716. This process starts 
with the TX Port State Machine activating the Enable 
Compare signal on line 638. This signal is also coupled 
to the RX Port State Machine. Activation of the Enable 
Compare signal on line 638 causes the TX Port State 
Machine to activate the Del OPN signal on line 691 in 
Figure 6 to cause FIFO circuit 610 to block the remote 
OPN from transmission until the comparison is done. In 
an alternative embodiment, activation of Enable Com- 
pare also causes the RX Port State Machine to activate 
the Del OPN signal on line 727 to cause the FIFO 616 
in Figure 7 to strip the OPN primitive bits and temporarily 
block transmission thereof. The local OPN is automati- 
cally blocked and its address latched and converted to 
pseudo-full-duplex if necessary when it arrives in the 
preferred embodiment, as discussed elsewhere herein. 

Enable Compare also causes the comparator 402 
to compare the AL_PA addresses and activate one of 
the signals on lines 670 or 672. Step 71 8 represents the 
process of reading these comparison result signals by 
the RX and TX Port State Machines and branching 
along path 680 if the left half Bridge local OPN is higher 
priority, and branching along path 682 if the left half 
Bridge local OPN is lower priority. 

Referring to Figure 8C, the processing for the situ- 
ation where the left half Bridge local OPN having a lower 
priority will be described. The first thing that must be 
done is close the local source node that generated the 
losing OPN. This is done in step 720 where the TX Port 
State Machine of the left half Bridge preempts the local 
source node by activating the Insert CLS signal and the 
Start ARB signal. As a result, the Ins rtion/Substitution/ 
Deletion FIFO 610 in Figure 6 generates a preemptive 



CLS and transmits it out pin 3 to close the node that 
generat d the losing local OPN. In order to forward the 
winning remote OPN, the left half Bridge must arbitrate 
for its local bop, so the Start ARB signal causes the 
s FIFO circuit 610 to start substituting ARB(0) for incom- 
ing CFW at pin 2. 

Eventually, as symbolized by step 724 in Figure 8C, 
these ARB(0) CFW reach the RX port and are recog- 
nized by Decode Circuit 620, as symbolized by step 722. 
This causes the ARB(0) signal on line 702 to be activat- 
ed which causes the FIX Port State Machine to activate 
Arb Won on line 704. The TX Port State Machine sees 
Arb Won and activates the Stop ARB signal on line 706 
to stop the substitution of ARB(0)s, and then activates 
Insert OPN on line 694, and, if necessary, activates the 
Convert Back signal on line 712. Convert Back is only 
activated if the remote OPN was pseudo-full -duplex 
when it arrived at pin 2 thereby causing Remote Decode 
circuit 604 to activate the Pseudo Full Duplex signal on 
line 710 in addition to the OPN and Latch [0:1} signals 
on lines 632 and 636. Activation of Insert OPN and Con- 
vert Back causes FIFO circuit 610 in Figure 6 to gener- 
ate an OPN, and convert it back to half duplex as the 
AL-PA addresses come by from latch 202. Alternatively, 
the state machine can change the F7 or F8 source ad- 
dress of any pseudo-full-duplex OPN back to a copy of 
the destination address in the latch 202 after the ad- 
dress comparison and before activation of the Insert 
OPN signal. 

After forwarding the OPN and conversion back to 
half duplex, if the RRDY counter in the TX Port State 
Machine is nonzero, the TX Port State Machine acti- 
vates the Insert RRDY signal on line 686 and decre- 
ments the count. This process is repeated until the 
RRDY count reaches zero, as symbolized by step 726. 
Path 728 is then taken to step 744 on Figure 8D to begin 
processing to enter transparent mode. 

In step 744, the destination node on the local loop 
of the left half Bridge receives the remote OPN and re- 
sponds with either an RRDY or CLS. One of these prim- 
itives propagates to pin 1 of the RX port 100 of the left 
half Bridge. 

Step 746 represents the process of recognizing the 
need for transparent mode and entering it. First Decode 
circuit 620 in Figure 7 sees the RRDY or CLS primitive 
without a preceding OPN and activates either the RRDY 
or CLS signal on line 730 or 732, as appropriate. This 
causes the RX Port State Machine to control the Switch 
Control signal on line 622 to set Switch 61 4 to a 1 -2 con- 
nection. Since no signal to the Insertion/Deletion/Sub- 
stitution FIFO circcuit 61 6 is activated, it acts as a trans- 
parent pipeline allowing the RRDY or CLS to propagate 
therethrough unchanged and pass from pin 1 to pin 2 
and from there over line 54 to the remote half Bridge. 

Step 748 represents the start of the process of the 
RX and TX ports in the right half Bridg going into trans- 
parent mode to support the loop tenancy. In step 748, 
the RRDY or CLS primitive transferred from the left half 
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Bridge arriv at the right hatf Bridge TX Port without a 
preceding OPN. The Remote Decode circuit 604 recog- 
nizes the RRDY or CLS and activates the RRDY signal 
on line 696 or th CLS signal on line 734. Either one of 
these events causes the TX Port State Machine to set 
Switch 608 to a 2-3 connection and control FIFO circuit 
610 in Figure 6 to not alter the RRDY or CLS primitives 
as they pass from pin 2 to pin 3 and onto the right hatf 
Bridge local loop. The source node that originated the 
winning OPN sees the RRDY or CLS and responds ei- 
ther with a data frame or relinquishes the loop tenancy. 

If a data frame is sent, the Decode circuit 620 of the 
RX port 1 00 of the right half Bridge recognizes the data 
frame and activates the Data Fr. signal on line 752. This 
causes the RX Port State Machine to set Switch 614 to 
a 1-2 connection because it knows that the OPN it pre- 
viously sent to the left half Bridge resulted in a loop ten- 
ancy since no other OPN has been received since. The 
RX Port State Machine also controls FIFO circuit 61 6 to 
pass all data and primitives therethrough without 
change. 

The data or RRDY or CLS primitives pass through 
the RX port of the right half Bridge and arrive at pin 2 of 
the left half Bridge TX port. If the arriving bits are a data 
frame, the Remote Decode circuit 604 activates a Data 
Fr. signal on line 756. If the arriving bits are an RRDY 
or CLS, this is recognized and the corresponding control 
signal is activated by the Remote Decode circuit 604. 
Any one of these events, not preceded by an OPN, 
causes the TX Port State Machine of the left half Bridge 
to control Switch 608 to set a 2-3 connection and control 
the FIFO 610 to go into transparent mode. All of the 
FIFO circuits 610 and 616 pass any input bits through 
as output bits unchanged unless one of the control sig- 
nals to the FIFO is activated by the corresponding state 
machine. The process of the right half Bridge RX port 
and the left half Bridge TX port going transparent in sup- 
port of the loop tenancy is symbolized by step 758 in 
Figure SD. The process of going transparent by the RX 
and TX ports described above with reference to steps 
744, 746, 748 and 758 happens whenever an OPN is 
forwarded and a loop tenancy is established in any of 
the 6 preemption rule cases described above (summa- 
rized in the Summary of the Invention section hereof) 
and in any case where concurrent OPNs do not occur 
and a normal loop tenancy is established across the two 
half Bridges. 

A similar process of going into transparent mode oc- 
curs when an OPN establishes a purely local tenancy. 
In such a case after a local OPN has been forwarded to 
a local destination which responds with an RRDY or 
CLS or a data frame, the Local Decode circuit 606 sees 
the RRDY or CLS or data frame on pin 1 in Figure 6 
coupled to the local bypass and activates one of an 
RRDY, CLS or Data signals on 3-conductor bus 762, ac- 
tivation of any one of which causes the TX Port State 
Machine to control Switch 608 to make a 1 -3 connection 
and to control FIFO 610 to go into transparent mode. 



The transparent state of the RX and TX ports in the left 
and/or right half Bridges is not altered until another OPN 
is r ceiv d either on pin1 of the RX port or pins 1 or 2 
of the TX port. 

5 After step 758 in Figure 8D is completed, process- 
ing returns to Start block 99 on Figure 8 A. 

Returning to the consideration of step 71 8 in Figure 
6B, suppose the left half Bridge local OPN was found to 
be of higher priority. In this case, it is necessary to close 
the remote source, look up the location of the destination 
node of the winning local OPN, possibly convert the win- 
ning OPN back to hatf duplex if it is pseudo-full-duplex 
and its destination is local, and forward the winning OPN 
on the appropriate path. This process is started in step 
740 on Figure 8 C. This step represents the process of 
accessing the memory 78 in Figure 5 to determine if the 
destination node of the winning OPN. This is done by 
the RX Port State Machine by activating the Read signal 
on line 110 in Figure 7. When the local OPN arrived at 
pin1 of the RX port, Decode circuit 620 recognized it as 
an OPN and activated the OPN signal on line 654 and 
activated the Latch [0:1] signal on line 656. The Latch 
[0:1] signal caused the AL_PA latch 200 to latch the 
source and destination addresses. If the incoming OPN 
was a half-duplex, Decode circuit 620 also activated the 
Half Duplex signal on line 658. The activation of OPN 
and Half Duplex causes RX Port State Machine to acti- 
vate the RX Convert signal on line 660. This causes the 
AL_PA latch circuit 200 to substitute hex F7 or F8 for 
the source address in the AL_PA address stored there- 
in. The address stored in latch 200 is presented on bus 
108 to both memory 78 and comparator 402 in Figure 
5. When the Read signal on line 110 is activated, the 
memory 78 accesses the memory location correspond- 
ing to the destination address in the AL_PA address on 
bus 1 08 and supplies the data there to the RX Port State 
Machine via Data bus 112. This data is a 1 if the desti- 
nation is local and is a 0 if the destination is remote. This 
data causes RX Port State Machine to control the Switch 
Control signal on line 622 so as to set Switch 614 to a 
1 -3 connection if the destination is local, as represented 
by path 742 out of step 740 on Figure 8C, or a 1 -2 con- 
nection if the destination is remote, as represented by 
path 744. 

Suppose memory access step 740 concludes that 
the wining left half Bridge's local OPN is addressed to a 
local destination. In such a case, path 742 in Figure 8C 
leads to step 770 in Figure 8D. This step represents the 
process of preemptively closing the remote source node 
in case 3 which initiated the losing remote OPN. This is 
accomplished by the left half Bridge RX Port State Ma- 
chine activating an Insert CLS signal on line 650 in Fig- 
ure 7. This causes FIFO 61 6 to send a CLS primitive to 
the right half Bridge TX port. The right half Bridge TX 
port s es this CLS not preceded by an OPN and goes 
transpar nt in the manner described above in connec- 
tion with the discussion of step 748. The CLS propa- 
gates to the remote source node and closes it thereby 
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causing the remote source node t relinquish the remote 
loop segment by stopping substituting its own ARB for 
incoming ARB fill words. This frees up the right half 
Bridge local loop segment to have a concurrent local 
loop tenancy with the left half Bridge local loop. Since s 
the step of blocking the remote OPN at the left half 
Bridge accomplished in step 105 in Figure 8A automat- 
ically deleted the remote OPN, the process of discarding 
the remote OPN symbolized by step 770 in Figure 8D 
is only a failure by the TX Port State Machine of the left 
half Bridge to activate the Insert OPN signal on line 694 
to regenerate the OPN. 

Next, in step 772, the RX Port State Machine sets 
Switch Control signal on line 622 to cause Switch 614 
to make a 1 -3 local bypass connection. Although not dis- 
cussed so far, the local OPN was blocked, had its AL_PA 
latched and automatically converted to pseudo-full-du- 
plex if it was half-duplex when it arrived at pin 1 in Figure 
7. This was done by the process of Decode circuit 620 
recognizing the OPN, activating the OPN signal on line 
654 and the Latch [0:1] signal on line 656 to latch the 
AL_PA address and activating the Half Duplex signal on 
line 658 if it was half duplex. This causes the RX Port 
State Machine to activate Del OPN on line 727 to strip 
the OPN bits and to activate the RX Convert signal on 
line 660 to automatically convert the OPN to pseudo- 
full-duplex if it was half -duplex when it arrived. 

Because it is desirable to not send pseudo-full-du- 
plex OPNs locally, step 776 represents the process of 
converting the local OPN back to half-duplex if it was 
half-duplex when it arrived. This is accomplished by the 
RX Port State Machine asserting an RX Convert Back 
signal on line 778. This causes the Insertion/Substitu- 
tion/Deletion Fl FO 61 6 to substitute the AL_PD destina- 
tion address for the hex F7 or F8 of the pseudo-full-du- 
plex OPN when it is regenerated. Next, the RX Port 
State Machine activates the Insert OPN signal on line 
774 to regenerate the winning local OPN and forward it 
on the local segment return bypass path 60. 

The winning local OPN arrives at pin 1 of the TX 
port from the local segment return 60 and causes the 
TX port to make a 1-3 connection to couple it onto the 
local loop segment 52 and to go into transparent mode, 
as symbolized by step 780 in Figure 8D. This occurs 
because the arrival of the OPN causes Local Decode 
circuit 606 to activate a Local OPN signal on line 782. 
Activation of Local OPN causes the TX Port State Ma- 
chine to control Switch 608 to make a 1-3 connection 
and to not activate any signal to FIFO 61 0 thereby caus- 
ing it to pass all input data therethrough unchanged in 
a transparent mode. The TX Port State Machine knows 
that transparent mode and a 1 -3 connection is required 
when Local OPN is activated because this will only hap- 
pen in case 3 when the local OPN has won the preemp- 
tion comparison or when a local OPN is received alon 
with no conflicting OPN and is forwarded on the local 
segment return 60 after a memory access. Local OPN 
will be activated in case 3 only after a preemption com- 
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parison is made, the local OPN has won, a memory ac- 
cess is made, the remote OPN has been discarded, and 
the local OPN has been forwarded on the local segment 
r turn 60. 

Step 780 also represents the process of the left half 
Bridge going into transparent mode. This happens when 
the winning local OPN is forwarded onto the local loop 
and the destination node replies with an RRDY or CLS. 
The RRDY or CLS arrives at pin 1 of the left half Bridge 
RX port not preceded by an OPN. This causes the left 
half Bridge to go into transparent mode by a process 
similar to the process previously explained in connec- 
tion with the discussion of step 758. This transparent 
state continues for the TX and RX ports of the left half 
Bridge until the loop tenancy is terminated by the source 
node being closed and stopping substitution of its ARB 
for incoming ARBs and another OPN arrives at the TX 
port or RX port. 

Returning to the consideration of step 740 in Figure 
8C, suppose that path 744 is taken. This means that a 
remote OPN has been received and then a local OPN 
was simultaneously received during the same clock cy- 
cle making a case 3 situation, and the local OPN won 
the address comparison and memory access indicates 
that the local OPN has a remote destination. In this case, 
step 784 is performed next to forward the winning local 
OPN to the right half Bridge. This is done by the left half 
Bridge RX port activating the Insert OPN signal on 
Iine774. If the winning local OPN was half -duplex when 
it arrived and has been converted to a pseudo-full-du- 
plex AL_PA in latch 200, no change is made as the OPN 
is forwarded. If the RRDY counter in RX Port State Ma- 
chine is nonzero, the state machine 612 activates an 
Insert RRDY signal on line 786 to send out an RRDY 
following the OPN. The RRDY counter is then incre- 
mented, and this process is repeated to send out more 
RRDYs until the count reaches zero, as symbolized by 
step 788. 

Step 790 represents the start of processing by the 
right half Bridge after receiving the winning OPN in case 
3 from the left half Bridge. When the OPN arrives at pin 
2 of the right half Bridge TX port, the Remote Decode 
circuit 604 activates the OPN signal on line 632 and the 
Latch[0:1] signal so as to store the AL_PA in latch 202. 
The TX port of the right half Bridge will perform the same 
processing as the left half Bridge when the remote OPN 
arrives from the left half Bridge. That process is de- 
scribed in Figures 8A and 8B, steps 1 03, 1 1 1 , 1 05, 652, 
662 and 668 and will result in the TX port of the right 
half Bridge doing an address comparison. Latch 200 in 
the RX port of the right half Bridge will still store the ad- 
dress of the OPN previously forwarded from the right 
half Bridge to the left half Bridge. The address compar- 
ison performed by the comparator 402 of the right half 
Bridge will compare the address s in latches 200 and 
202 which will yield the same result as the address com- 
parison done by th comparator 402 of the left half 
Bridge. Th comparator of the right half Bridge will ac- 
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tivate the Preempt Local Source signal on line 670. This 
will cause the TX Port State Machine to activate the In- 
sert CLS signal n line 684 which will send a preemptive 
CLS out onto the right half Bridge local loop. This closes 
the source node which originated the losing OPN there- s 
by causing it to relinquish the local loop and stop sub- 
stituting its own ARB for incoming ARB(O). Next, the TX 
Port State Machine activates the Start ARB signal on 
line 700 to cause FIFO circuit 610 to start arbitrating for 
control of the local loop by substituting ARB(O) for in- 
coming CFW. These ARB(0)s reach the RX port, are 
recognized by Decode circuit 620 which activates ARB 
(0) which causes state machine 61 2 to activate Arb Won 
on line 704. This causes TX port state machine to acti- 
vate Stop Arb on line 706 and to activate Insert OPN on 
line 694 to forward the OPN and send out the AL.PA 
address stored in latch 202. If the incoming winning 
OPN was pseudo-full-duplex, the Remote Decode cir- 
cuit 604 will activate the Pseudo-Full-Duplex signal on 
line 710. This will cause the state machine 602 to acti- 
vate the Convert Back signal on line 712 so that when 
the pseudo-full-duplex AL_PA is forwarded with the 
OPN, it will be converted back to half duplex. 

Step 794 represents the process of activation of the 
Insert RRDY signal on line 666 in the right half Bridge 
TX port a sufficient number of times to send out on the 
local loop of the right half Bridge the number of RRDYs 
received and reduce the RRDY count to zero. 

Referring to Figure 8E, step 796 represents the 
process which happens when the winning OPN is re- 
ceived by the destination node on the local loop of the 
right half Bridge. The destination node, when it receives 
an OPN will either respond with an RRDY or CLS. If the 
OPN is followed by RRDYs, the destination node may 
reply with a data frame. When the RRDY, CLS or data 
frame reaches the RX port, Decode circuit 620 recog- 
nizes the event and activates the appropriate signal on 
one of lines 752, 730 or 732. This causes the RX Port 
State Machine of the right half Bridge to realize that a 
loop tenancy has started and go into transparent mode, 
as symbolized by step 798 in Figure 8E. Transparent 
mode is entered by not activating any signal to FIFO cir- 
cuit 616 and controlling switch 614 to make a 1-2 con- 
nection to connect the two since it knows from its own 
address comparison that the remote source node's OPN 
won the priority determination and the destination node 
is on its local loop so the two local loops have to be con- 
nected together as one large loop. Transparent mode 
allows the RRDY, CLS or data frame from the destina- 
tion node to be forwarded from the right half Bridge RX 
port to the TX port of the left half Bridge. There the 
RRDY, CLS or data frame causes a similar set of events 
causing the left half Bridge TX port to go into transparent 
mode. When the RRDY, data frame or CLS reaches the 
source node, the source node replies with another 
RRDY, data frame or a CLS. These are received by the 
RX port of the left half Bridg and fore it to go into trans- 
parent mode by a similar process as described above. 
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Receipt of a CLS by any of the TX or RX ports caus- 
es the port to go into transparent mode to forward the 
CLS but als signals that the loop tenancy is over so the 
next thing that the port can expect to receive is another 
OPN. To insure that when a new OPN is received, it is 
not automatically address compared to an old AL_PA 
address of an OPN from a previous loop tenancy, any 
TX or RX port that receives a CLS activates a Clear sig- 
nal on line 800 in the case of a TX port and line 602 in 
the case of an RX port. Thus, whenever an OPN arrives 
at any RX or TX port, an address comparison can be 
done even if there is no conflicting OPN without fear of 
an incorrect result. 

Returning to the consideration of step 652 in Figure 
6B, suppose this test determines that TX Arm has not 
been recently activated. This means that a remote OPN 
has been received at a Bridge and no local OPN has as 
yet been received. This can lead to a case 4 or case 6 
preemption resolution situation or a nonconflict situation 
where the only OPN received was the remote OPN. In 
such a case, path 606 is followed to step 808 in Figure 
8E. Step 808 is a test to determine if the TX Arm signal 
on line 644 has been activated just after the remote OPN 
was received and arbitration has been started. If so, it 
means that the RX port has just received a local OPN 
which means that a local node has just won arbitration 
before the TX port ARB(0) got all the way around the 
local loop to the RX port. This means that the local loop 
is busy, so the remote OPN must be preempted. This 
process of closing the source on the local loop of the 
remote half Bridge is accomplished by step 810. The left 
half Bridge RX Port State Machine activates the Insert 
CLS signal on line 650 and insures that Switch 61 4 is 
set to a 1-2 connection. This transmits a CLS primitive 
to the right half Bridge TX port. This CLS primitive, not 
immediately preceded by an OPN, causes the TX port 
of the right half Bridge to go into transparent mode there- 
by passing the CLS to the remote source node thereby 
closing it and releasing the local loop of the right half 
Bridge for a concurrent loop tenancy, as symbolized by 
step 812. The CLS also causes the TX port of the right 
half Bridge to reset the contents of AL_PA latch 202 to 
an AL_PA address which will always lose in a compar- 
ison with any AL_PAof any real node in the system. This 
AL_PA address which will always lose in a comparison 
with any AL_PA of any real node in the system will here- 
after be referred to as the Default AL_PA. When the TX 
port 102 receives the preemptive CLS not immediately 
preceded by an OPN, it also activates a Clr RX Latch 
signal on line 854 in Figure 6. Activation of this signal 
causes RX Port State Machine 612 in Figure 7 to clear 
latch 200 to the Default AL_PA by activation of the Clear 
signal on line 802. A Clr TX Latch signal on line 856 is 
activated by the RX Port State Machine anytime the RX 
port rec ives a CLS to tell the TX port to clear its latch 
202 to the default AL_PA by activation of the Clear signal 
on lin 800. Any CLS not immediately preceded by an 
OPN will cause any RX port or TX port receiving same 
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to clear its AL_PA latch to this default AL_PA such that 
any OPN that arrives alone and is not in a conflicting 
OPN situation will have its AL_PA compared against the 
Default AL_PA and will always win. 

Step 816 represents the process carried out by the s 
RX port of beginning to handle the local OPN which ei- 
ther won the address priority comparison with the re- 
mote OPN or which was received alone at the RX port 
and was compared against the default AL_PA in latch 
202. Step 816 uses the AL_PD destination address of 10 
the local OPN stored in latch 200 to access memory 78 
in Figure 5 to determine the destination of the local OPN 
just received. This is done by supplying the latched 
AL_PA as the address on bus 108 to memory 78 and 
activating a Read signal on line 110. This causes the is 
memory 78 to read the memory location corresponding 
to the address on bus 108 and return the data stored 
there on Data bus 112. The returned data will cause the 
RX Port State Machine to set Switch 614 properly in 
steps 825 or 826 to forward the OPN on the proper data 20 
path. 

Step 825 is performed if the destination of the local 
OPN is remote, as determined by step 816. Step 825 
represents the process performed by the RX Port State 
Machine 612 in Figure 7 of setting the Switch Control 25 
signal on line 622 to a state to control switch 61 4 to make 
a 1 -2 connection to forward the OPN to be synthesized 
to the remote half Bridge. The state machine 612 then 
activates the Insert OPN signal on line 774 to cause the 
FIFO circuit 616 to synthesize and transmit the first 20 30 
bits of an OPN out pin 2 to the right half Bridge. The 
address stored in lath 200 is transmitted out pin 2 after 
the OPN is transmitted, if the address stored in latch 
200 is pseudo-full-duplex, then it is not changed in step 
825 as no half duplex OPNs are allowed to be transmit- 35 
ted between half Bridges. If the RRDY counter in the RX 
Port State Machine has a nonzero count, the Insert 
RRDY signal on line 786 in Figure 7 is activated once 
for each RRDY. This causes the FIFO circuit 616 to in- 
sert an RRDY into the data stream being transmitted out <o 
pin 2 for each activation of the Insert RRDY signal. Each 
activation of Insert RRDY decrements the RRDY count. 
The Insert RRDY signal is repetitively activated until the 
RRDY count is zero. Processing then proceeds via path 
81 4 to step 852 on Figure 8F. *s 

Referring to Figure 8F, step 852 represents the 
process performed by the right half Bridge TX port when 
the OPN forwarded in step 825 arrives. In step 852, the 
forwarded OPN is blocked from further transmission by 
the FIFO circuit 610 and the AL_PA address thereof is so 
stored in latch 202 by processes previously described. 
The AL_PA of the OPN just received is also compared 
to the AL_PA stored in latch 200 of the RX port. Since 
latch 200 was cleared to the default AL_PA in step 812, 
the AL_PA of the OPN received from the left half Bridge ss 
wins the comparison. As a result, the comparator acti- 
vates th Preempt Remote Source signal on line 672 in 
Figure 5 to notify the RX port 100 of the right half Bridge 
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that the OPN received fr m the left half Bridg won the 
comparison. The RX Port State Machine ignores the ac- 
tivation of Preempt Remote Source and does not gen- 
erate a preemptive CLS since its latch 200 has been 
previously cleared to the Default AL_PA which would 
never be the case in a preemption situation where two 
conflicting OPNs are still in contention. Since the only 
time a preemptive CLS needs to be generated is when 
there are still two conflicting OPNs in contention, the ac- 
tivation of Preempt Remote Source in this situation is 
ignored. The TX port 102 then starts arbitration, and if 
arbitration is won, forwards the OPN out onto the local 
loop segment after conversion back to half duplex if nec- 
essary. All this is done by processes previously de- 
scribed. Also, any RRDYs that folbwed the forwarded 
OPN are regenerated and transmitted out onto the local 
loop segment by processes previously described until 
the RRDY count reaches zero. 

At this point, several things can happen. It is possi- 
ble that the destination node of the OPN forwarded to 
the right half Bridge is at yet unlearned, and the OPN 
was forwarded because the memory 78 did not have any 
data indicating the destination node was on the local 
loop of the left half Bridge. If that is the case, the OPN 
will be forwarded by the left half Bridge to the right half 
Bridge, but the OPN will not find its destination node 
there. When this happens, the OPN will return to the left 
half Bridge. The other possibility is that the destination 
node will be found on the local loop of the right half 
Bridge. If this happens, the destination node will reply 
with either an RRDY, a CLS or a data frame if the OPN 
was followed by RRDYs issued from the source node. 
Which case exists is detected by step 870 in Figure 8F. 

Step 870 symbolizes the process of determining 
whether an RRDY, CLS or a data frame has been re- 
ceived by the RX port or whether the same OPN for- 
warded onto the local loop by the TX port has been re- 
ceived by the RX port. Receipt of an RRDY, CLS or data 
frame is detected by activation by the Decode circuit 620 
in Figure 7 of the RRDY, CLS or Data Fr. signals on lines 
730, 732 or 752, respectively. Receipt at the RX port of 
the same OPN that was forwarded by the TX port is de- 
termined when Decode Circuit 620 activates the OPN 
signal on line 654. If this signal is activated, the OPN is 
known to be the same OPN as was previously forwarded 
because when the TX port won arbitration for the local 
loop, no other node on that local loop is albwed to send 
an OPN. 

If an RRDY, CLS or data frame is received by the 
RX port, the process symbolized by step 872 is per- 
formed. In this process, the RX port goes transparent 
by processes previously described. This forwards the 
RRDY, CLS or data frame through the RX port to the TX 
port of the left half Bridge. If a CLS is received, the RX 
port clears its latch 200 to the Default AL_PA and acti- 
vates the Clr Tx Latch signal on line 860 to cause th 
TX port to also clear latch 202 to the Default AL_PA. 

When the RRDY, CLS or data frame r aches the 
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left half Bridge TX port, it goes transparent and forwards 
the received entity onto the local loop segment, as sym- 
boliz d by step 874 in Figure 8F. If th left half Bridge 
TX port r ceives a CLS, it forwards it, and activates the 
Clear signal on line 800 1 clear latch 202 to the Default 
AL_PA. The TX Port State Machine also activates the 
CIr Fix Latch signal on line 854 to cause the RX port to 
clear latch 200 to the Default AL_PA. Step 874 also rep- 
resents the process of learning that the location of the 
destination node of the local OPN forwarded to the right 
half Bridge in step 825 of Figure 8E is remote, i.e., lo- 
cated on the local loop of the right half Bridge. The left 
half Bridge TX port draws this conclusion when the TX 
Arm signal on line 644 in Figure 7 has been activated 
indicating the RX port has received a local OPN and the 
RX Switch Pos. signal on line 664 indicates thatthe local 
OPN was forwarded to the right half Bridge. If both of 
these conditions are true, and the left half Bridge TX Port 
receives an RRDY, a CLS or a data frame on pin 2 from 
the right half Bridge, then the TX Port State Machine 
concludes that the destination node of the local OPN 
just forwarded is remote. Receipt of an RRDY, CLS or 
data frame by the TX port is detected by activation of 
the RRDY, CLS or Data Fr. signals on line 696, 734 or 
756, respectively. When one of these signals is activat- 
ed in the circumstances defined above, the TX Port 
State Machine activates the CIr Mem signal on line 960 
in Figure 6. Activation of CIr Mem causes the RX Port 
State Machine to activate the Clear signal on line 930. 
This clears the memory location associated with the 
destination address portion of the address on bus 108. 
Since a Select TX signal on line 950 is not activated, an 
internal multiplexer inside memory 78 remains in the de- 
fault condition connecting the address on bus 950 to the 
address port of the memory array in memory 78 of Fig- 
ure 5. This causes a logic 0 to be written into the for- 
warding table location associated with the local OPN's 
destination node indicating it is remote relative to the left 
half Bridge. 

As symbolized by step 876 in Figure 8F, the entity 
passed through the TX port of the left half Bridge will 
cause the source node to respond with another RRDY, 
a data frame or a CLS. This RRDY, data frame or CLS 
arrives at the left half Bridge RX port and causes it to go 
transparent and pass the entity to the TX port of the right 
half Bridge. The TXport of the right half Bridge then goes 
transparent and passes the received entity through onto 
the local loop segment of the right half Bridge. Of course, 
if the source node receives a CLS, it stops substituting 
it's arb primitive for incoming arb primitives and relin- 
quishes the loop tenancy. If the source node responds 
with an RRDY, CLS or data frame, the RX port of the left 
half Bridge forwards them to the TX port of the right half 
Bridge which goes transparent by processes previously 
xplained and forwards th ntity received to the d sa- 
nation node. Th loop tenancy continues in this manner 
until either the source node or destination node trans- 
mits a CLS causing the source node to relinquish the 
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loop tenancy. Processing then proceeds via path 877 to 
step 879 on Figure 8G which vectors processing back 
to Start on Figure 8A. 

Returning to th consideration of step 870 in Figure 
5 8F, if the RX port of th right half Bridge receives an OPN 
after the local OPN was forwarded from the left half 
Bridge to the right half Bridge and forwarded onto the 
right half Bridge local loop, a case 5 situation has arisen. 
In a case 5 situation, a local OPN was received, forward- 
ed to the other half Bridge and is returned to the half 
Bridge which forwarded it. This means that the destina- 
tion node is not on the local loop of the half Bridge to 
which the OPN was forwarded or does not exist. In this 
situation, step 870 vectors processing to step 880. Step 
880 symbolizes the process of the right half Bridge going 
transparent and forwarding the OPN back to the left half 
Bridge by processes previously described. The RX port 
determines that the OPN it just received is the same 
OPN that the right half Bridge TX port previously re- 
ceived by checking the status of the RX Arm signal on 
line 634 in Figure 7 and the status of the Equal signal 
on line 850 in Figure 7 when the OPN signal on line 654 
goes active. When the OPN was received by the TX 
port, its AL_PA was latched into latch 202. When the 
OPN is received by the RX port, its AL_PA is latched in 
latch 200, and the TX Arm signal on line 644 in Figure 
7 is activated. This causes the TX Port State Machine 
to activate the Enable Compare signal on line 638. This 
causes the comparator 402 in Figure 5 to compare the 
addresses in latches 202 and 200 and activate the Equal 
signal on line 850. When the RX port finds that the RX 
Arm and Equal signals are both active when OPN on 
line 654 goes active, the RX port knows that the OPN 
just received has the same AL_PA as the OPN previ- 
ously received by the TX port and must be forwarded 
back to the left half Bridge. The RX Port State Machine 
in this case implements the required transparency by 
not activating the Del OPN signal on line 727 in Figure 
7 in response to activation of the OPN signal on line 654 
in Figure 7. This allows the OPN to pass through the 
FIFO pipeline and propagate back to the left half Bridge. 
The same is true for any following RRDYs. 

Step 882 represents the process which happens 
when the OPN forwarded by the right half Bridge RX 
port arrives as a remote OPN at the left half Bridge TX 
port. In step 882, the left half Bridge TX port detects the 
arrival of the remote OPN, stores its AL_PA in latch 202 
and activates the Del OPN signal on ine 691 in Figure 
6 to block the transmission of the OPN until the possible 
preemption situation is resolved. The possible preemp- 
tion situation is signalled by an active TX_Arm signal on 
line 644. This signal was activated by the RX port when 
it received the local OPN which was forwarded to the 
right half Bridge and which later returned. To resolve the 
possible preemption situation, the TX Port State Ma- 
chine activates th Enabl Compare signal on lin 638 
in Figure 6. This causes comparison of the AL_PA of 
the OPN just received and stored in latch 202 against 
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the AL_PA stored in latch 200. The AL_PA stored in latch 
200 represents the AL_PA of the OPN previously for- 
warded t the right half Bridge from the left half Bridge 
RX port. This comparison results in activation of the 
Equal signal on line 640 in Figure 6. This causes the TX 
Port State Machine to conclude the remote OPN just re- 
ceived is the same local OPN which was previously for- 
warded to the right half Bridge. As a result, the TX Port 
State Machine activates the Start Arb signal on line 700. 
This causes the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO 
circuit 610 to start substituting ARB(0)s for incoming fill 
words. Since these are the highest priority arb primi- 
tives, they pass through all the nodes on the local loop 
of the left half Bridge and arrive at the left half Bridge 
RX port. When the ARB(0) arrives at the RX port, the 
Decode circuit 620 activates the ARB(0) signal on line 
702 in Figure 7. This causes the RX Port State Machine 
612 to activate the Arb Won signal on line 704. This 
causes the TX Port State Machine 602 to activate the 
Insert OPN signal on line 694 thereby causing an OPN 
to be generated and to propagate onto the local loop 
segment of the left half Bridge. Then the TX Port State 
Machine activates the Insert RRDY signal on line 686 
enough times to cause the number of trailing RRDYs 
received to be forwarded and the RRDY count reduced 
to zero. The TX port also activates the RX Arm signal 
when the remote OPN is received to tell the RX port that 
is has received an OPN. Processing then proceeds via 
path 884 to step 886 on Figure 8G. 

There is a possibility that the destination node of the 
OPN just forwarded is not on the local loop of the left 
half Bridge either. In this case the OPN forwarded by the 
left half Bridge TX port will propagate through the local 
loop of the left half Bridge and arrive at the left half 
Bridge RX port. Step 888 determines if an OPN has 
been received by the RX port. If so, the RX Port State 
Machine activates the Auto_Preempt signal on line 646. 
This causes the TX Port State Machine to activate the 
Insert CLS signal on line 684. This sends a CLS out onto 
the local loop of the left half Bridge to close the source 
node to relinquish the loop tenancy. This process is sym- 
bolized by step 900 in Figure 8G. Processing then re- 
turns to Start on Figure 8A. 

Returning to the consideration of test 886 in Figure 
8G, assuming the destination node is located on the lo- 
cal loop of the left half Bridge, the OPN forwarded by 
the TX port arrives at this destination node. As symbol- 
ized by step 888, the destination node receives the OPN 
and any following RRDYs and responds by transmitting 
an RRDY, a CLS or a data frame. Step 890 represents 
the process performed by the left half Bridge RX port 
when this RRDY, CLS or data frame arrives there. The 
RX port recognizes the arrival of an RRDY, CLS or data 
frame by activation of one of the RRDY, CLS or Data Fr. 
signals on lines 730, 732 or 752, respectively, in Figure 
7. When the RX Port State Machine 61 2 sees activation 
of one of these signals coupled with an active Equal sig- 
nal on line 640 and an activ RX Arm signal on line 634, 
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it concludes that the destination node fth OPN ft pre- 
viously forwarded to the right half Bridge must b on the 
local loop of the left half Bridge. Therefor , in step 890, 
the RX Port State Machine activat s the Set signal on 
5 line 116 which causes the memory location in memory 
78 in Figure 5 corresponding to the destination node ad- 
dress of the OPN just received by the TX port to be writ- 
ten with data indicating this destination node is on the 
local loop of the left half Bridge. The RX port then set 
switch 614 to a 1-3 connection to bypass the right half 
Bridge, and goes into transparent mode to pass what- 
ever entity was received from the destination node 
therethrough. By setting the 1 -3 connection, the RX port 
passes the entity received from the destination node to 
the TX port via the local segment return 60. Also, if a 
CLS was received, the RXport activates the Clear signal 
on line 602 and the Clr Tx Latch signal on line 860 to 
cause both latches 202 and 200 to be cleared. Process- 
ing then proceeds back to Start on Figure 8A. 

Returning to the consideration of Figure 8E, if step 
816 finds that the destination of the local OPN is local, 
step 826 on Figure 8E is performed. This step repre- 
sents the process wherein the RX Port State Machine 
controls Switch 614 to make a 1-3 connection and to 
activate the Insert OPN signal on line 774. This causes 
an OPN to be generated and sent out on the local seg- 
ment return 60. Whatever address is stored in latch 200 
is sent out behind the OPN. The RX Port State Machine 
also activates a Bypass signal on line 114 to tell the TX 
port that the OPN that it is sending on the Local Segment 
Return 60 is destined for a local node and the TX port 
should go transparent. If the address stored in the latch 
200 is pseudo-full-duplex, the RX Port State Machine 
activates an RX Convert Back signal on line 778. This 
causes the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO circuit 
616 to alter the AL_PA read out of the latch 200 as it 
streams by and convert the hex F7 or hex F8 source 
address to a copy of the AL_PD destination address so 
as to convert the OPN back to its original half-duplex 
form. If the RRDY counter in the RX Port State Machine 
has a nonzero count stored therein, the state machine 
612 activates the Insert RRDY signal on line 786 so as 
to cause the Fl FO circuit 61 6 to generate an RRDY and 
send it out behind the OPN. This process is repeated 
until the RRDY count reaches zero. 

After the local OPN has been forwarded, process- 
ing proceeds via path 81 3 to step 630 on Figure 8F. In 
this step, the TX port receives the OPN on the local seg- 
ment return. The TX Port State Machine learns of the 
arrival of this OPN when a Local Decode circuit 606 de- 
tects the OPN and activates a Local OPN signal on line 
782. This causes the TX Port State Machine to check 
the status of the Bypass signal on line 114. If Bypass is 
active, the TX port goes into transparent mode, controls 
Switch 608 to make a 1 -3 connection, and passes the 
OPN onto the local loop without arbitrating or blocking 
the transmission therethrough. In an alternative embod- 
iment, no Bypass signal is used, and whenever the Lo- 
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cat OPN signal on line 782 is activat d,th TXP rt State 
Machine assumes that the RX port has verified the des- 
tination is local and automatically goes int transparent 
mode and makes a 1-3 connection. 

At this point, the OPN may reach the destination 
node and cause it to issue an RRDY, a data frame or a 
CLS. In addition, the destination node may have been 
unplugged or failed therebycausing the OPN to return 
to pin 1 of the RX port. Further, the destination node may 
respond with an RRDY which travels along the local loop 
segment and then reaches the source node which orig- 
inated the OPN and which is closer to the RX port than 
the destination node. This source node may itself re- 
spond with a CLS. Test 832 determines which is the 
case. If the RX port receives an RRDY or CLS or a data 
frame, processing vectors to step 834. Receipt of an 
RRDY or CLS or Data is detected by activation of the 
RRDY signal on line 730 or activation of the CLS signal 
on line 732 or activation of the Data FR signal on line 
752 in Figure 7 by Decode circuit 620. If any of these 
signals is activated, step 834 symbolizes the process 
wherein the RX port goes transparent on the 1 -3 con- 
nection and passes the primitive or data through to the 
local segment return 60. In addition, if a CLS is received, 
the RX Port State Machine clears latch 200 to the De- 
fault AL_PA by activating the Clear signal on line 802. 
Either the RRDY or CLS or data frame is passed to the 
TX port. This is detected by the Local Decode circuit 606 
which activates either the RRDY, CLS or Data signal, as 
appropriate, on 3-conductor bus 762. Since the TX port 
went into transparent mode in step 820, the primitive or 
data frame passes straight through to the destination 
node. If the CLS signal on bus 762 is activated, the TX 
Port State Machine activates the Clear signal on line 800 
to clear latch 202 to the Default AL_PA address, as sym- 
bolized by step 836. Finally, processing returns to Start 
on Figure 8A. 

If step 832 determines that the RX port received an 
OPN, that OPN could only be the same OPN that was 
previously transmitted over the local segment return by 
the left half Bridge RX port to the left half Bridge TX port. 
This is because the remote OPN from the right hatf 
Bridge was previously preempted and no other node 
could win arbitration and gain permission to send until 
the source node that originated the local OPN relin- 
quishes the loop. Receipt of the same OPN previously 
forwarded on the local bypass 60 by the RX port also 
means that the destination node was either removed 
from the left half Bridge local loop or has failed or the 
memory contains incorrect data and the destination 
node is actually remote. This is true because the RX port 
would not have forwarded the local OPN onto the local 
segment return 60 unless the data in memory 78 indi- 
cated that the destination was local. RX port 100 will 
know that it received the same OPN back by virtue of 
activation of the OPN signal on lin 654 in Figur 7 im- 
mediate after forwarding the OPN onto local segment 
return 60. In alternative embodiments, the Local Decode 
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circuit 606 could activate a signal similar to the Latch [0: 
1] signal and the AL_PA latch 202 would also be con- 
nected to the local return segment 60 so as t latch the 
AL_PA address of the OPN received on the local seg- 
5 ment return 60. In such a case, the receipt of the OPN 
by the RX port would cause the comparator to compare 
the address in the latch 200 in Figure 7 to the address 
in latch 202 in Figure 6. This comparison would cause 
activation of an Equal signal on line 850. When the same 
local OPN is received back at the RX port, step 838 in 
Figure 8F is performed to update the memory to reflect 
the fact that the destination node is now no longer local 
and is either remote or unknown. The left half Bridge RX 
port then activates the Insert CLS signal on line 650 so 
as to send a CLS to the local source node and close it 
thereby extinguishing the loop tenancy. Processing then 
returns to Start on Figure 8 A. 

Returning to the consideration of step 808 in Figure 
8E, if TX Arm did not go active just after the remote OPN 
was detected, then path 91 0 is taken to step 91 2. In this 
step, the TX port starts substituting ARB(0) for incoming 
arb fill words so as to obtain control of the local loop. 
When the ARB(0) primitive reaches the RX port, arbi- 
tration has been won, and the RX port activates the Arb 
Won signal on line 704. This causes the TX Port State 
Machine to activate the Insert OPN signal on line 694 
so as to regenerate the OPN and to place the AL_PA of 
the remote OPN into FIFO 610 for transmission onto the 
local loop segment 52 behind the OPN. Also, if the 
RRDY count is nonzero, the TX port state machine ac- 
tivates the Insert RRDY signal on line 686 in Figure 6 a 
sufficient number of times to insert the number of 
RRDYs received behind the OPN and reduce the RRDY 
count to zero. 

The OPN then propagates through the local loop 
and may or may not find its destination node there. If the 
destination node is found, it will reply with an RRDY, CLS 
or data frame which will propagate to the RX port. If the 
destination node is not found, the OPN will propagate 
to the RX port. Test 914 determines whether the RX port 
has received an OPN, an RRDY, a CLS or a data frame. 

If test 914 detects an OPN, a case 6 situation has 
arisen where a remote OPN arrives, is forwarded onto 
the local loop and returns to the RX port. In this case, 
the arbitration process started by the TX port must be 
stopped, the OPN must be forwarded to the right half 
Bridge, and the left half Bridge TX and RX ports must 
go into transparent mode and the memory must be up- 
dated to indicate the destination node is either remote 
or unknown relative to the left half Bridge. Accordingly, 
processing is vectored to step 916 where the memory 
78 is updated to indicate the destination node is either 
remote or unknown. This is done by the RX Port State 
Machine when the OPN signal on line 654 in Figure 7 
and the Equal signal on line 640 and the RX Arm signal 
on lin 634 are all active. This results in activation of the 
Clear signal on line 930. This causes the memory loca- 
tion in memory 78 corresponding to the address of the 
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OPN in latch 200 to be cleared indicating the destination 
address is ither remote or unknown. In some embodi- 
ments, the OPN received by the RX port will be blocked 
in step 91 6 by processes previously described and then 
forwarded to the right half Bridge later when all of the 
above identified signals have been activated. 

Processing is then vectored to step 918 where the 
OPN is forwarded to the right half Bridge and the left half 
Bridge transitions to transparent mode. In the preferred 
embodiment, the RX Port State Machine detects activa- 
tion of the OPN signal on line 654 in Figure 7 and the 
Equal signal on line 640 and the RX Arm signal on line 
634 all in the same clock cycle and automatically tran- 
sitions into transparent mode. When these signals are 
all active, it means that the same OPN forwarded from 
the left half Bridge TX port has arrived at the RX port not 
having found its destination node. This means that the 
OPN must be forwarded to the right half Bridge. Thus, 
step 918 represents the process wherein the RX Port 
State Machine set Switch Control signal on line 622 to 
set Switch 614 to make a 1-2 connection, and fails to 
activate the Del OPN signal on line 727. This causes the 
OPN to pass through FIFO circuit 616 unhindered and 
be transmitted out pin 2 to the right half Bridge. In this 
situation, step 918 also represents the process carried 
out by the RX Port State Machine of activating a Go 
Transparent signal on line 922. This is detected by the 
TX Port State Machine which responds by not activating 
any signal coupled to the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion 
FIFO circuit 610. This causes any primitive or data frame 
entering the TX port at pin 2 to pass through the FIFO 
unhindered. Step 918 also represents the process car- 
ried out by the Insertion/Substitution/Deletion FIFO cir- 
cuit 61 0 of continuing to substitute ARB(0)s for incoming 
fill words thereby preventing nodes on the left half 
Bridge local loop from winning arbitration. This reserves 
the local loop of the left half Bridge for use in communi- 
cation of primitives between the source node and des- 
tination node even if both nodes are on the local loop of 
the right half Bridge. Note that the Case 6 situation typ- 
ically arises in only one situation: where both the source 
node and destination node are on the right half Bridge 
local loop (or the left half Bridge local loop for the mirror 
image situation) but the source node is closer to the RX 
port than the destination node and the location of the 
destination node is as yet unlearned. 

Processing of the forwarded OPN by the right half 
Bridge in Case 6 is started by performing steps 103, 111 
and 105 in Figure 8A and steps 652, 662, 668 and 674 
in Figure 8B. In test 674, the comparison by comparator 
402 in Figure 5 in the right half Bridge results in activa- 
tion of the Equal signal on line 640. This results in vec- 
toring of processing via path 936 to step 938 on Figure 
8G. 

Step 938 represents the process p rformed by the 
TX port of the right half Bridge in blocking the remote 
OPN and any following RRDYs by processes previously 
described. Step 938 also represents the process per- 



formed by the right half Bridge f detecting that th re- 
mote OPN just rec ived is the sam OPN as th local 
OPN previously forwarded to the left half Bridge by the 
RX port. This recognition happens when OPN on line 
s 654 in Figure 6 goes active while the TX Arm signal on 
line 644 is active followed by activation of the Equal sig- 
nal on line 640. The TX port automatically activates the 
Enable Compare signal on line 638 in Figure 6 when the 
remote OPN arrives. This causes comparison between 
the AL_PA addresses in the latches 200 and 202, and, 
since the RX port latch contains the AL_PA of the local 
OPN previously forwarded to the left half Bridge, the 
Equal signal is activated by the comparator. Activation 
of Equal causes the TX Port State Machine to activate 
the Start Arb signal on line 700. This causes the FIFO 
circuit 610 to start substituting ARB(0) for incoming fill 
words. When an ARB(0) reaches the RX port of the right 
half Bridge, the RX Port State Machine sees activation 
of ARB(0) on line 702 in Figure 7 which causes activa- 
tion of the Arb Won signal on line 704. This activation of 
Arb Won causes the TX Port State Machine to activate 
the Stop Arb signal on line 706 to stop the arbitration 
process followed by activation of the Insert OPN and In- 
sert RRDY signals on lines 694 and 686, respectively to 
transmit the OPN and any following RRDYs out onto the 
local loop segment. 

Next, step 940 on Figure 8G is performed which 
represents the process wherein the destination node re- 
ceives the forwarded OPN and any following RRDYs 
and replies with an RRDY, a data frame or a CLS. 

Step 942 represents the process of the source node 
receiving the RRDY, CLS or data frame and reacting ap- 
propriately. The source node may send a data frame if 
it receives an RRDY, or may transmit another RRDY if 
it receives a data frame and has sufficient buffer capac- 
ity to receive another frame. Or, if the source node re- 
ceives a CLS, it will stop substituting its arb fill word for 
incoming fill words thereby relinquishing the loop. The 
RX port watches the fill words during a loop tenancy and 
clears its AL_PA latch to the Default AL_PA when the 
fill word changes indicating that the loop tenancy is fin- 
ished thereby preparing itself for receipt of the next OPN 
and comparison of the AL_PA of the OPN against either 
the Default AL_PA or the AL_PA of a conflicting OPN. 

If the source node responds with either an RRDY 
or data frame, the RX port detects this fact in step 944 
when either the RRDY signal on line 730 in Figure 7 or 
the Data Fr. signal on line 752 is activated by the Decode 
circuit 620. When either one of these signals is activated 
with the RX Arm signal active on line 634 and the Arb 
Won signal having been previously activated, the RX 
Port State Machine concludes that the destination and 
source nodes of the current loop tenancy are both on 
the right half Bridge local loop. The RX Port State Ma- 
chine then writes data to memory 78 to memorize this 
fact by activating the Set signal on line 11 6 th r by caus- 
ing the memory location in memory 78 corresponding to 
the AL_PA of th OPN stored in latch 200 to be written 
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with a logic 1 . The RX Port Stat Machine then sets 
Switch 614 to a 1-3 bypass connection to keep the loop 
tenancy local and goes int transparent mode so that 
incoming primitives, data frame and fill words pass 
therethrough on the 1 -3 path unchanged and undelayed 
except for the FIFO delay. The RX Port State Machine 
then also activates the Go Transparent signal on fine 
922 and the 

Bypass signal on line 114 to cause the TX port to 
set Switch 608 to a 1 -3 connection to connect the local 
segment return 60 to the local loop segment 52 and also 
enter the transparent mode, as symbolized by step 946. 
Processing then returns to Start on Figure 8A. 

After step 918 is performed, processing returns to 
Start on Figure 8A. 

Referring again to test 914 in Figure 8E, if the RX 
port receives an RRDY or CLS or data frame, process- 
ing vectors to step 948. Step 91 4 is reached when a re- 
mote OPN has been received, no previous local OPN 
has been received and TX arm does not go active just 
after the remote OPN has been received and before the 
TX port won arbitration in response to receiving the local 
OPN. In this situation, the remote OPN is forwarded out 
onto the local loop segment in step 912, and when the 
RRDY or CLS or data frame is received, the RX port 
knows that the destinatbn node of the remote OPN is 
on the local loop. Accordingly, step 948 represents the 
process of learning that the location of the destination 
node of the remote OPN is on the local loop by writing 
data into the memory location of memory 78 in Figure 5 
that corresponds to the AL_PA of the remote OPN, said 
data indicating that the destination node is local. The 
way this is done is by activating a Select TX signal on 
line 950 whenever the RX Arm signal is active and the 
Decode circuit 620 in Figure 7 activates the RRDY or 
CLS or Data Fr. signals on lines 730 or 732 or 752, re- 
spectively. The TX Arm signal is active only for the clock 
cycle in which the remote OPN is received since the con- 
flicting OPN preemption comparisons and generation of 
preemptive CLSs and synthesis of the winning OPN for 
forwarding takes only one clock cycle. The memory 78 
has an address multiplexer internal thereto which has 
two inputs and one output coupled to the address port 
of the memory array (not shown). One input is the de- 
fault input and is coupled to bus 1 08 to supply the AL_PA 
address from the RX port latch 200 to the multiplexer 
output whenever the Select TX signal is not active. The 
other input is coupled to bus 109. When Select TX is 
active, the address from the TX port latch 202 on bus 
1 09 is coupled to the multiplexer output and the memory 
array address port. Step 948 represents the process of 
activating the Select TX signal and activating the Set 
signal on line 1 1 6. This causes the memory location cor- 
responding to the destination address portion of the 
AL_PA address of th remote OPN on bus 1 09 to be set 
to logic 1 indicating that this destination address is local. 

Processing next proceeds to step 952 which repr - 
sents the process of the RX port going into transparent 



mode and f rwarding the RRDY r CLS to the right half 
Bridge. This is implemented by the RX Port Stat Ma- 
chin not activating any control signal t the FIFO circuit 
616 and controlling the Switch Control signal on line 622 

s to set Switch 61 4 to a 1 -2 connection. These two actions 
cause any data entering the RX port at pin 1 to pass 
through the FIFO unchanged and be transmitted out pin 
2. The forwarded RRDY or CLS arrive at the TX port of 
the right half Bridge unpreceded by an OPN and cause 

10 it to go into transparent mode thereby forwarding these 
primitives to the source node which responds with an- 
other RRDY, data frame or CLS. The data or primitive 
transmitted by the souce node causes the FIX port to go 
transparent and pass the data or primitive to the TX port 

T5 of the left half Bridge which goes transparent and pass- 
es them to the destination node. This process continues 
until a CLS is transmitted which causes the loop to be 
relinquished and the latch of any RX or TX port is passes 
through to be cleared to the Default AL_PA. Processing 

20 then returns to Start on Figure 8A. in step 954. 

Referring to Figure 10, there is shown a flow chart 
of the portion of the software that controls processing 
by the Transaction Server 16 in Figure 1 to perform mir- 
rored write transactions. The specific location in the soft- 

25 ware architecture of the Transaction Server for this soft- 
ware is not critical to the invention. For example, the 
software of Figure 10 can be part of an application pro- 
gram at an upper layer or can be part of the control soft- 
ware managing an FC-AL interface circuit which cou- 

30 pies the processing circuitry of the Transaction Server 
to the FC-AL medium 10. Refer not to Figures 10 and 
1 . In Figure 10, test 1 000 causes the Transaction Server 
16 in Figure 1 to determine if a write request has been 
made to the primary bank of disk drives 12 and 14. If 

35 not, processing returns to the main loop of whatever pro- 
gram incorporates the process of Figure 10 to continue 
processing, as symbolized by step 1 002. Test 1 000 may 
be periodically executed as a subroutine or may be ex- 
ecuted in response to a hardware or software interrupt 

40 service routine which is executed when a write transac- 
tion is performed. 

If a write transaction has been detected in test 1 000, 
the processing of block 1004 is carried out. This process 
generates an OPN addressed to the appropriate hard 

45 disk in the primary bank of disk drives and writes the 
data of the requested write transaction thereto in the en- 
suing loop tenancy started by the OPN. Next, the proc- 
ess of block 1006 is performed wherein another OPN is 
generated and addressed to the mirrored hard disk drive 

so of the Secondary Disk Drive banks 32 and 34 (some- 
times referred to herein as the Mirrored Storage Disk 
Drives) on the Secondary Loop 26. The purpose of this 
OPN is to attempt to start a loop tenancy between the 
Transaction Server 16 and the mirrored disk drives 32 

ss and 34 across Bridge 28. When th OPN addressed to 
the Secondary Disk Drives 32/34 or the Backup and 
HSM Server 30 reaches the Bridge 28, It will b forward- 
ed onto the Secondary Loop 26 if the Secondary Loop 
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is not already busy with a loop tenancy Involving backing 
up data from the S condary Disk Drives to the Archival 
Storage Devices 38 or 40. If the OPN f r m th Transac- 
tion Server 16 arriv s simultaneously at the Bridge 28 
with an OPN on the Secondary Loop 26 such as an OPN s 
from Backup and HSM server 30 to the Mirrored Storage 
Disk Drives, the Bridge 28 is programmed to kill the OPN 
on the Secondary Loop 26 by generating a premptive 
CLS and sending it around the Secondary Loop 26. 
Then, the OPN from the Primary Loop 10 is forwarded 
onto the Secondary Loop to start the loop tenancy for 
the mirrored write transaction. In this case, the Bridge 
28 couples the Primary Loop 10 to the Secondary Loop 
26 for the duration of the mirrored write loop tenancy to 
make a single FC-AL The Backup and HSM Server 30 
can be programmed to retry the OPN for the archive or 
other HSM transaction later. 

If the Secondary Loop is already busy with a loop 
tenancy when the OPN directed to the Mirrored Storage 
Disk Drives 32/34 arrives, the Bridge 28 will generate a 
preemptive CLS and send it back around Primary Loop 
1 0 to Transaction Server 1 6. Th is fact is detected by test 
1008 in Figure 10. Test 1008 determines if a CLS came 
back in response to the OPN transmitted to the Second- 
ary Loop by the Transaction Server before the mirrored 
write transaction data was successfully recorded on the 
Mirrored Storage Disk Drives 32/34. A CLS may be re- 
turned to the Transaction Server 1 6 either if the Second- 
ary Loop is busy when the OPN from the Transaction 
Server arrives at Bridge 28, or if the OPN from the Trans- 
action Server is forwarded onto the Secondary Loop, but 
the destination node has no buffer capacity to receive 
data and issues a CLS. In either case, if the answer to 
the question posed by test 1008 is yes, the process of 
block 1 01 0 is performed. This block represents the proc- 
ess of buffering the data and trying the mirrored write 
transaction again later. This process can be carried out 
either in the transaction server 16 or the Bridge 28. If 
carried out in the transaction server, the data to be writ- 
ten in the mirrored write transaction is stored in memory 
somewhere and the transaction server periodically or 
occasionally generates an OPN addressed to the Mir- 
rored Storage Disk Drives and transmits it on primary 
loop 10 to the Bridge 28 until the OPN is forwarded, the 
data is completely written onto the Mirrored Storage 
Disk Drives and the loop tenancy is terminated. If the 
process is carried out in the Bridge, when the Bridge 
sends a preemptive CLS and the CLS is detected in step 
1 008, the transaction server sends the data to be written 
in the mirrored write transaction to the Bridge with an 
instruction to store the data and write it to the Mirrored 
Storage Disk Drives as soon as the loop tenancy on the 
Secondary Loop 26 is finished. In this embodiment, the 
Bridge acts as a node and has sufficient storage capac- 
ity to store the mirrored write data and has sufficient in- 
telligence to receive, decode and act upon the com- 
mand from the transaction s rver to carry ut th mir- 
rored write transaction as soon as the Secondary Loop 



is free. 

If test 1008 determines that a pr emptive CLS did 
not come back immediately in respons t the OPN gen- 
erated by the Transaction Server directed to a nod on 
the Secondary Loop, then the process of block 1012 is 
performed. This block represents the process of waiting 
for an RRDY to come back from the secondary loop 
across the Bridge to the Transaction Server 16. When 
the RRDY does arrive, the Transaction Server knows 
that the Bridge has coupled the Primary Loop to the Sec- 
ondary Loop and it proceeds to carry out the mirrored 
write transaction via a standard loop tenancy between 
itself and the Mirrored Storage Disk Drives. Thereafter, 
processing returns to the main loop, as symbolized by 
block 1014. 

Referring to Figure 11, there is shown a block dia- 
gram of an alternative embodiment which employs the 
teachings of the invention but which does not use a sep- 
arate Bridge. The embodiment is similar to the embod- 
iment of Figure 1, and all elements having reference 
numbers which are the same as reference numbers in 
Figure 1 are the same elements as the element in Figure 
1 with the corresponding number and serves the same 
purpose in the combination. Instead of using a separate 
Bridge, the Bridge function is carried out by software in 
the Transaction Server 1200 and the HSM server 1202 
and by a third Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop or other 
local area network 1204. In the embodiment of Figure 
11, each of the servers 1200 and 1202 have two Fibre 
Channel Arbitrated Loop interface cards (hereafter FC- 
AL Interface). In the case of Transaction Server 1200, 
one of these FC-AL Interfaces couples server 1200 to 
the Primary Loop 10, while the other FC-AL Interface 
couples the Transaction Server 1200 to the third FC-AL 
1204. 

Likewise, HSM server 1202 has two FC-AL Inter- 
faces: one couples HSM server 1202 to the Secondary 
Loop 26; and the other couples the HSM server 1 202 to 
the third loop 1204. 

The Transaction Server 1 200 includes software that 
performs the bridging function as follows. During normal 
read transactions, the bridging software in the Transac- 
tion Server sends an OPN to the disk drives 12, 14 and 
carries out a normal SCSI or IP read transaction in which 
neither the third loop 1204 nor the HSM server 1202 
need be involved. On a write transaction, the Bridge 
software in Transaction Server 1 200 does a convention- 
al OPN addressed to disk drives 12, 14 and then does 
a conventional SCSI or IP write transaction to the disk 
drive so opened. Next, after completion of this write, the 
bridging software generates an OPN addressed to the 
HSM server 1202 or mirrored disk drives 32, 34. This 
OPN is send by the bridging software to the FC-AL In- 
terface card which couples Transaction Server 1200 to 
the third loop 1204 which transmits it on the third loop. 
The bridging softwar in the HSM server 1202 is con- 
stantly monitoring the third loop for traffic. When it sees 
an OPN addressed to the HSM server 1202 or any other 
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node on the Secondary Loop 26, the HSM Server bridg- 
ing software transfers the traffic to the appropriate node 
by copying the traffic onto th Secondary Loop 26 wher 
necessary. This is done by copying the traffic from th 
third loop 1 204 using the first FC-AL Interface and send- s 
ing it to the second FC-AL Interface for transmission to 
the destination node on the secondary loop 26 (unless 
the traffic is directed to the HSM server itself, in which 
case the bridging software does an interprocess transfer 
of the traffic to whatever other HSM software process 
needs to receive the traffic). 

Likewise, the bridging software in the Transaction 
Server 200 is constantly monitoring the third loop for 
traffic addressed to a node on the Primary Loop 10. 
When such traffic is found, it is copied from the second 
FC-AL Interface circuit coupled to the third loop 1204 
and transferred to the second FC-AL Interface coupled 
to the Primary Loop 10 from which it is transmitted over 
the Primary Loop to its destination node. These inter- 
Interface circuit transfer paths are maintained by the 
bridging software until a CLS primitive has been detect- 
ed by the bridging software which indicates the connec- 
tion is no longer needed. Generally, the only traffic trav- 
elling from the Secondary Loop 26 to the Primary Loop 
10 will be messages from the HSM server 1202to up- 
date its file system by marking certain blocks, sectors 
and tracks as archived and available for overwriting, to 
flush its cache storage of file system data in some cir- 
cumstances to maintain file system accurateness, and 
archival data read by the Transaction Server from the 
archival storage devices. 

The HSM server 1 202 does its HSM functions using 
only the Secondary Loop 26, except for message traffic 
that is sent to the Transaction Server 1 200 to cause it 
to update its file system property to reflect the fact that 
certain data has been archived, etc. By performing the 
HSM functions on the Secondary Loop 26 only and not 
involving the Primary Loop, the principle advantage of 
the invention can be achieved, i.e., online backups of 
the entire mirrored storage can be achieved simultane- 
ously with continued read processing by the Transaction 
Server 1200 without slowing down the read transaction 
processing on the Primary Loop. 

Referring to Figure 12, there is shown another al- 
ternative embodiment of the system of Figure 1 using a 
single transaction processor 1210. This single transac- 
tion processor is coupled to the Primary Loop 10 through 
a first FC-AL Interface card 1212 and is coupled to the 
Secondary Loop 26 through a second FC-AL Interface 
1214. This single transaction processor 1210 performs 
both the transaction processing and the HSM functions 
using dual, parallel processing processors 1216 and 
1 21 8. Use of two separate processors prevents the nor- 
mal transaction processing from being slowed down by 
processing r quired by HSM functions. The transaction 
processor 1210 is c upled to a plurality of workstations 
22 and 24 via an Ethernet or other local area network 
arrangement 18/20/21/23 and a suitable interface card 
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1220 that can couple the local area network 18 to the 
internal bus 1222 of th transaction processor 1210. 
Likewise, the transaction processor is coupled to the 
backup storag devices 38 and 40 via a SCSI bus 36 
and a suitable SCSI bus interface circuit 1221 to couple 
the SCSI bus 36 to the internal bus 1222. Typically, the 
internal bus 1222 is a PCI bus. 

Bridging software in execution on the two proces- 
sors 1216 and 1218 operates as described above to 
Bridge any necessary traffic between the primary and 
Secondary Loops 10 and 26. This cross traffic between 
the two loops will be traffic necessary to carry out mir- 
rored write transactions to mirrored storage disk drives 
32, 34, bring over archived data from the backup storage 
devices 38 and 40 and messages informing the trans- 
action processor 1216 to update its file system data 
structure when the HSM processor 1218 archives old 
and/or infrequently used data from the mirror disk drives 
32, 34 to the backup/archive storage devices 38 and 40. 
Other than the aforementioned crosstraffic between the 
two loops, the primary and second loops operate inde- 
pendently and simultaneously with regard to read trans- 
actions on the Primary Loop and HSM backups on the 
Secondary Loop. 

Although, no internal volatile memory is shown in 
transaction processor 1210, those skilled in the art un- 
derstand that such memory exists in the system and it 
too shares the internal PCI bus 1222 if it is internal to 
the processor 1210. Thus, since all internal traffic to and 
from memory, and all transaction processing traffic be- 
tween processor 1216 and first FC-AL Interface 1212, 
and all HSM traffic between processor 1 21 8 and second 
FC-AL Interface 1214 and all traffic to and from the in- 
terfaces 1220 and 1221 must share the internal bus 
1 222, the internal bus 1 222 can be a bottleneck. As such 
this embodiment is the least preferable of all the embod- 
iments disclosed herein. 

Although the invention has been disclosed in terms 
of the preferred and various alternative embodiments 
disclosed herein, all apparatus and processes which 
isolate the HSM processing on a separate local area 
network from the main transaction processing, uses one 
or two separate processor for carrying out the transac- 
tions on each network and which uses a Bridge or bridg- 
ing process to isolate the two networks and only selec- 
tively cross couple the two networks for necessary cross 
traffic will fall within the teachings of the invention. For 
example, the primary and Secondary Loops in the em- 
bodiments of Figures 1, 6 and 7 could be replaced by 
ATM networks or any other local area network topology 
and protocol, and the higher level SCSI read and write 
protocols could be replaced with any other protocol 
which the disk drives and archival backup storage de- 
vices understand such as I PI or prior art proprietary pro- 
tocol that existed befor the SCSI industry standard 
emerged. A k y concept that defines, among other 
things, the genus of the invention is in using a Bridge or 
bridging type process to cross connect the two networks 
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only selectively where necessary t carry out the mir- 
rored write transactions and keep the file systems of th 
two transaction processors consistent but otherwis 
keeping the networks isolated from each other so that 
HSM transactions on one network do not tie up trans- s 
action processing on the other network. 

In other alternative embodiments, the system of 
Figure 1 may be modified by removing the HSM server 
30 and putting HSM server and backup functionality on 
the Transaction Server. In such an embodiment, the 10 
secondary backup devices 36 and 40 will connect di- 
rectly to the secondary FC-AL 26. In addition, the mir- 
rored storage hard disk drives 32 and 34 have intelli- 
gence sufficient to receive Copy commands from the 
Transaction Servers designating the blocks to be cop- is 
ied, and to initiate a loop tenancy by tranmitting an OPN 
to the target secondary backup device of devices 38 and 
40 and transmitting the designated blocks to the sec- 
ondary backup device. Also, the backup and HSM serv- 
er 30 can be kept informed by the Transaction Server 20 
16 by management and control messages across 
Bridge 28 so that the HSM server can double as a stand- 
by Transaction Server in case of failure of the Transac- 
tion Server 16. Such management and control messag- 
es includes messages indicating file system updates in- 25 
dicating the time and date each file is updated, which 3. 
files are open etc. and any other messages necessary 
for the HSM server to step in and take over for the Trans- 
action Server 16 if it fails. 



Claims 

1. An apparatus comprising: 

35 

a primary memory; 
a mirrored memory; 
a backup/archival storage device; 
means for carrying out read and write transac- 
tions with said primary memory over a first local 40 
area network and, for every write transaction to 
said primary memory, carrying out a write trans- 
action of the same data to said mirrored mem- 
ory via a second local area network, and for car- 
rying out read and write transactions between 45 
said mirrored memory and said backup/archi- 
val storage device via said second local area 
network without involving said first local area 
network. 

so 

2. An apparatus comprising: 

a primary memory; 
a mirrored memory; 

a backup/archival storage device; 55 
a primary local area network coupled to said pri- 
mary memory; 

a secondary local area network coupled to said 



mirrored memory and said backup/archival 
storag device; 

a bridge m ans for selectiv ly coupling said 
first local ar a network to said second local ar- 
ea network 

a transaction processor coupled by said prima- 
ry local area network to said bridge means and 
said primary memory and programmed to carry 
out read and write transactions with said prima- 
ry memory over a primary local area network 
and, for every write transaction to said primary 
memory, programmed to carry out a write trans- 
action of the same data to said mirrored mem- 
ory via said bridge means and said secondary 
local area network; 

a backup and heirarchical storage manage- 
ment processor coupled to said backup/archi- 
val storage device and said mirrored memory 
and said bridge means via said secondary local 
area network, and programmed to carry out 
read and write transactions between said mir- 
rored memory and said backup/archival stor- 
age device via said second local area network 
without involving said first local area network. 

An apparatus comprising: 

a primary memory; 
a mirrored memory; 
a backup/archival storage device; 
a primary local area network coupled tosaid pri- 
mary memory; 

a secondary local area network coupled to said 
mirrored memory; 

a bus coupled to said backup/archival storage 
device; 

a third local area network; 
a backup and heirarchical storage manage- 
ment processor coupled to said third local area 
network, and coupled to said backup/archival 
storage device via said bus and coupled to said 
mirrored memory via said secondary local area 
network, and programmed to carry out read and 
write transactions between said mirrored mem- 
ory and said backup/archival storage device via 
said second local area network and said bus 
without involving said first local area network; 
a transaction processor coupled by said prima- 
ry local area network to said primary memory 
and coupled to said backup and heirarchical 
storage management processor via said third 
local area network, and programmed to carry 
out read and write transactions with said prima- 
ry memory over said primary local area network 
and, for every write transaction to said primary 
memory, said transaction processor is pro- 
grammed to carry out a mirrored writ transac- 
tion of the same data to said mirrored memory 
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by sending th same data written on said pri- 
mary memory to said backup and heirarchical 
storage management proc ssor via said third 
local area memory; 

and wherein said backup and heirarchical stor- 5 
age management processor is programmed to 
receive data transmissions of said mirrored 
write transactions and write said data to said 
mirrored memory via said secondary local area 
network. to 

4. An apparatus comprising: 

a primary memory; 

a mirrored memory; is 
a backup/archival storage device; 
a primary local area network coupled to said pri- 
mary memory; 

a secondary local area network coupled to said 
mirrored memory; 20 
a bus coupled to said backup/archival storage 
device; 

a transaction processor coupled by said prima- 
ry local area network to said primary memory, 
and coupled to said backup/archival storage 25 
device via said bus, and coupled to said mir- 
rored memory via said secondary local area 
network, and programmed to carry out read and 
write transactions with said primary memory 
over said primary local area network and, for 30 
every write transaction to said primary memory, 
said transaction processor being programmed 
to carry out a mirrored write transaction of the 
same data to said mirrored memory by sending 
the same data written on said primary memory 3$ 
to said mirrored memory via said secondary lo- 
cal area network, and further programmed to 
carry out read and write transactions of backup 
and heirarchical storage management func- 
tions between said mirrored memory and said <o 
backup/archival storage device using said sec- 
ondary local area network and said bus without 
involving said primary local area network. 



a second array of one or more disk drives r 
other storage media which mirror the storage 
capacity of said first array of one r more disk 
drives or other storage media, said second ar- 
ray being a Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop 
node; 

a second Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop cou- 
pling said backup server computer to said sec- 
ond array of one or more disk drives or other 
storage media; 

a Bridge compatible with the Fibre Channel Ar- 
bitrated Loop protocol which couples said first 
Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop to said second 
Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop, said Bridge in- 
cluding means for receiving OPN primitives 
originating from a node on said first Fibre Chan- 
nel Arbitrated Loop and forwarding said OPN 
primitive onto said second Fibre Channel Arbi- 
trated Loop if the destination address of said 
OPN primitive is a node on said second Fibre 
Channel Arbitrated Loop but not otherwise, and 
for receiving OPN primitives originating from a 
node on said second Fibre Channel Arbitrated 
Loop and forwarding said OPN primitive onto 
said first Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop if the 
destination address of said OPN primitive is a 
node on said first Fibre Channel Arbitrated 
Loop but not otherwise. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein said Transaction 
Server computer is programmed to initiate a mir- 
rored write transaction to said second array of one 
or more disk drives or other storage media automat- 
ically each time said Transaction Server computer 
initiates a write transaction to said first array of one 
or more disk drives or other storage media, said mir- 
rored write transaction being the same data that 
was written to said first array, said mirrored write 
transaction being initiated by transmitting an OPN 
primitive on said first Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop 
having a destination address which is the node ad- 
dress of said second array of one or more disk 
drives or other storage media. 



5. An apparatus comprising: 45 

a Transaction Server computer, said Transac- 
tion Server computer being a Fibre Channel Ar- 
bitrated Loop node; 

a first array of one or more disk drives or other so 
storage media, said first array being a Fibre 
Channel Arbitrated Loop node; 
a first Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop coupling 
said Transaction Server computer to said one 
or more disk drives; 55 
a backup server computer, said backup server 
computer b ing a Fibre Channel Arbitrated 
Loop node; 



7. The apparatus of claim 5 further comprising one or 
more workstation computers and wherein said 
Transaction Server computer is coupled to one or 
more workstation computers by a local area net- 
work. 

8. The apparatus of claim 5 further comprising one or 
more backup data storage devices and wherein 
said backup server is coupled to said one or more 
backup data storage devices by a local area net- 
work or a SCSI bus. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said backup serv- 

r comput r is programmed to perform data backup 
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operations by initiating r ad transactions ad- 
dressed to said second array of one or more disk 
drives or other storage media and taking th data 
received as a result of said read transactions and 
writing said data to said backup data storage devic- s 
es. 

10. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said backup serv- 
er computer is programmed to perform heirarchical 
storage managements operations by scanning the 
file structures of data stored on said one or more 
disk drives or other storage media of said second 
array and initiating selective read transactions for 
predetermined data stored on said one or more disk 
drives or other storage media of said second array, 
said selective read transactions addressed to said 
second array of one or more disk drives or other 
storage media and taking the data received as a re- 
sult of said read transactions and writing said data 
to predetermined one of said backup data storage 
devices. 

11. An opportunity comprising: 

first and second Fibre Channel Arbitrated 
Loops; 

a first array of disk drives coupled as a mode 
on said first Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop; 
a second array of disk drives coupled s a mode 
on said second Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loop; 
a first transaction processing means for per- 
forming read transactions with said first array 
of disk drives and for performing write transac- 
tions with said first and second arrays of disk 
drives; 

Bridge means coupled to said first and second 
Fibre Channel Arbitrated Loops for coupling 
said first and second Fibre Channel Arbitrated 
Loops when said first transaction processing 
means is performing a write transaction with 
said second array of disk drives but for isolating 
said first and second Fibre Channel Arbitrated 
Loops at other times. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11 further comprising stor- 
age management means coupled to said second Fi- 
bre Channel Arbitrated Loop for performing hierar- 
chical storage management functions and data 
backup transactions with said second array of disk 
drives using only said second Fibre Channel Arbi- 
trated Loop during intervals when said first transac- 
tion processing means is not performing write trans- 
actions with said second array of disk drives. 

13. A method of performing hierarchical storage man- 
agement and data backup functions on a Fibre 
Channel Arbitrated Loop network, comprising the 
steps of: 
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dividing said Fibre Chann I Arbitrated Loop 
network into first and second Fibre Channel Ar- 
bitrated Loop subnetworks coupled by a 
Bridge, each of said first and second subnet- 
work having coupled thereto first and second 
disk array, respectively, said first subnetwork 
also having coupled thereto a transaction proc- 
essor and said second subnetwork having cou- 
pled thereto a hierarchical storage manage- 
ment and data backup processor; 
using said transaction processor to perform 
write transactions to said first disk array, and, 
each time a write transaction is performed to 
said first disk array, using said transaction proc- 
essor to perform a write transaction of the iden- 
tical data to said second disk array; 
using said hierarchical storage management 
and data backup processor to perform hierar- 
chical storage management on data backup 
transactions, or both, with said second array of 
disk drives. 

14. A method of reading and writing data, comprising: 

writing data to and reading data from a first 
memory using a first local area network; 
whenever data is written to said first memory 
using said first local area network, writing the 
same data to a second memory located on a 
second local area network using a bridge which 
selectively couples said first local area network 
to said second local area network; and 
performing backup write transactions between 
said second memory and a third memory using 
said second local area network while isolating 
said second local area network from said first 
local area network using said bridge. 
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(starts 
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TX PORT INITIALIZES TO 2-3 CONNECTION. RX 
PORT INITIALIZES TO A 1-2 CONNECTION. CLEAR 
MEMORY IN TX AND RX PORTS. 
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I 



TX PORT RECEIVED A 
REMOTE OPN AT PIN 2? J 



111 



£ 



YES 



ACTIVATE "OPN" ON LINE 632, RRDY 
ON LINE 686 IF ANY FOLLOWING RRDYs 
WERE RECEIVED AND INCREMENT RRDY 
COUNT ONCE FOR EACH ACTIVATION 
OF RRDY. ACTIVATE "RX ARM" ON LINE 
634, "LATCHI0:1] ON LINE 636. "DEL OPN" 
ON LINE 691 AND DEL RRDY ON LINE 856 
ONCE FOR EACH ACTIVATION OF RRDY 
ON LINE 696. ACTIVATE "ENABLE 
COMPARE" ON LINE 638. ACTIVATE 
PSEUDO FULL DUPLEX IF RECEIVED 
OPN WAS PSEUDO-FULL-DUPLEX. 



I 
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LATCH SOURCE AND DESTINATION 
ADDRESSES OF REMOTE OPN IN 
TX PORT LATCH 202 AND BLOCK 
TRANSMISSION OF OPN AND ANY 
FOLLOWING RRDYs ONTO LOCAL 
LOOP SEGMENT. 



""V/642 



TO FIGURE 8B 



FIG. 8A 



L 



818 



RX PORT RECEIVED 
A LOCAL OPN AT PIN 



822 



3>£ 



YES 



ACTIVATE "OPN" ON LINE 654, 
"TX ARM" ON LINE 644, 
"LATCH [0:1 f ON LINE 656. 
"DEL OPN" ON LINE 727, 
•ENABLE COMPARE" ON LINE 
638, "HALF DUPLEX" ON LINE 
658 IF THE LOCAL OPN WAS 
HALF DUPLEX, AND "RX 
CONVERT" ON LINE 660 IF 
"HALF DUPLEX" WAS 
ACTIVATED. IF THERE 
ARE ANY TRAILING RRDYs, 
"RRDY" ON LINE 730 IS 
ACTIVATED FOR EACH ONE 
AND RRDY COUNT IS 
INCREMENTED AND DEL RRDY 
ON LINE 858 IS ACTIVATED 
ONCE FOR EACH RRDY 
RECEIVED. 



824^ 



I 



LATCH SOURCE AND 
DESTINATION ADDRESSES 
OF LOCAL OPN IN RX PORT 
LATCH 200 AND BLOCK 
TRANSMISSION OF OPN AND 
ANY FOLLOWING RRDYs TO 
REMOTE HALF BRIDGE 



820 

TO FIGURE 8E 
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652 



CASE 3 




CASE 4 

LOCALOPN PREVIOUSLY 
RECEIVED 



606 

TO FIGURE 8E 
► 



TX AND RX PORT STATE 
MACHINES DETECT 
CASE3SrTUATION 
INDICATED BY "TX ARM" 
AND "RX ARM" SIGNALS 
BOTH BEING 
SIMULTANEOUSLY 
ACTIVE 



"^714 
^•716 



-CASE1: LOCAL OPN JUST 
RECEIVED PREVIOUSLY 
FORWARDED TO REMOTE 
HALFBRJDGE 



DETERMINE WHERE 
LOCAL OPN WAS SENTl 
CASE 3 BY DETERMINING 
IF TX ARM STILL 
ACTIVE AND STATE 
OF "RX SWITCH. POS. 
SIGNAL 



TX PORT STATE MACHINE 
ACTIVATES "ENABLE 
COMPARE" AND 
ACTIVATES "DELOPN-TOl 

BLOCK REMOTE 

OPN TEMPORARILY. 

ACTIVATION OF "ENABLE 
COMPARE" CAUSES RX 
PORT STATE MACHINE 
TO ACTIVATE "DEL OPN" 

ON LINE 726 TO 
TEMPORARILY BLOCK 
LOCAL OPN 



718 



TX AND RX PORT STATE 
MACHINES READ RESULTShi 
OF COMPARISON 



LEFT HALF 
BRIDGE 
LOCAL OPN 
LOWER 
PRIORITY 



TO FIGURE 
8C 



^ ^CASE3 



G 

/BR 



TX PORT STATE 
MACHINE 
ACTIVATES 
"ENABLE 

COMPARE" SIGNAL 
ONUNE638 



-CASE 2: LOCAL OPN 
\ PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED 
^ AND FORWARDED ON 
LOCAL BYPASS 

AUTOMATIC PREEMPTION 
ON FIRST COME, FIRST 
1 f SERVE BASIS 



TX PORT STATE 
MACHINE 
ACTIVATES "AUTO 
PREEMPTION" SIGNAL 
ONUNE646. THIS 
ICAUSES RX PORT STATE] 
MACHINE TO ACTIVATE 
"INSERT CLS" SIGNAL 
ON LINE 650 TO 
GENERATE A CLS AND 
TRANSMIT IT TO 
REMOTE HALF BRIDGE 



\,666 



J 



660 



I 



674 



668 



936 

(r 

TO FIG. 
8G 

CASE 6 



678 



RETURN TO 
START BLOCK 
99 



TO FIGURE 
8C 



LEFT HALF 
BRIDGE 
LOCAL OPN 
HIGHER 
PRIORITY 



TO FIGURE 
8C 



WHETHER "EQUAL", 
TREEMPT LOCAL 
SOURCE" OR 
TREEMPT REMOTE 
SOURCE" CONTROL 
^SIGNAL ACTIVATED i 



1 PREEMPT 
REMOTE 
SOURCE 



CASE 1 



,676 

TORGURE 
8C 



FIG. 8B 



LEFT HALF 
BRIDGE 
LOCAL 
OPN WON 



, P ^! M !I) LEFT HALF 
L°CAL BRIDGE 
SOURCE REMOTE 
OPN WON 
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LEFT HALF- 
BRIDGE 
REMOTE OPN 
HIGHER 

PRIORITY ^682 



LEFT HALF 
BRIDGE 
LOCAL OPN 
HIGHER 
PRIORITY 
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TX PORT STATE 
MACHINE OF LEFT 
HALF BRIDGE 
PREEMPTS LOCAL 
SOURCE NODE BY 
ACTIVATING 
INSERT CLS" SIGNAL 
AND STARTS 
ARBITRATING FOR 
CONTROL OF LEFT 
HALF BRIDGE LOCAL 
LOOP BY ACTIVATING 
■START ARB' SIGNAL 
720 + 7722"" 
DECODE CIRCUIY 
IN RX PORT 
ACTIVATES 
ARB(0)" WHEN 
ARB(O) ARRIVES ON 
PIN 1 , AND RX PORT 
STATE MACHINE 
ACTIVATES "ARB 
WON* SIGNAL 

724\ I 



TX PORT STATE 
MACHINE SEES 'ARB 
WON * AND 
ACTIVATES 
•STOP ARB" AND 
ACTIVATES "INSERT 
OPN" AND "CONVERT 
BACK" SIGNALS TO 
SEND OUT WINNING 
REMOTE OPN AND 
CONVERTS IT BACK 
TO HALF DUPLEX IF 
NECESSARY 
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TX PORT STATE 
MACHINE 
ACTIVATES 
"INSERT RRDY* AND 
DECREMENTS 
RRDY COUNT UNTIL 
RRDY COUNT -0 



CASE 3 




LEFT HALF BRIDGE LOCAL OPN 
CASE1: PREVIOUSLY FORWARDED TO RIGHT 
678 >/lHALF BRIDGE WON 



RIGHT HALF BRIDGE TX 
PORT BLOCKS REMOTE 
OPN (FORWARDED LOCAL 
OPN RECEIVED FROM LEFT 
HALF BRIDGE), STARTS 
COMPARE, AND 
GENERATES PREEMPTIVE 
CLS BY ACTIVATING 
'INSERT CLS" CAUSING 
INSERTION/ SUBSTITUTION 
/DELETION CIRCUIT 610 
IN RIGHT HALF BRIDGE TO 
GENERATE AND TRANSMIT 
A CLS ONTO RIGHT HALF 
BRIDGE LOCAL LOOP 
SEGMENT 

6Mp i 



CASE 1 : LEFT HALF 

BRIDGE REMOTE 
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AFTER PREEMPTIVE CLS 
SENT, RIGHT HALF BRIDGE 
STARTS ARB(0), AND. AFTER 
WINNING CONTROL OF THE 
LOCAL LOOP SEGMENT, THE 
RIGHT HALF BRIDGE UNBLOCKS 
ITS REMOTE OPN AND 
TRANSMITS IT OUT ONTO 
LOCAL LOOP SEGMENT ALONG 
WITH ANY RRDYs RECEIVED 
FROM LEFT HALF BRIDGE. 
RRDYs BEING FORWARDED 
BY ACTIVATING "INSERT RRDY" 
A NUMBER OF TIMES 
EQUALLING NUMBER OF 
RRDYs RECEIVED. IF THE 
WINNING REMOTE OPN OF THE 
RIGHT HALF BRIDGE WAS 
PSEUDO-FULL-DUPLEX WHEN 
it ARRIVED, IT IS CONVERTED 
BACK TO HALF DUPLEX 
BEFORE BEING FORWARDED 
lONTQ LOCAL LOOP 



LEFT HALF BRIDGE 
BLOCKS REMOTE OPN. 
GENERATES A 
PREEMPTIVE CLS AND 
TRANSMITS IT ON LOCAL 
LOOP, ARBITRATES FOR 
LOCAL LOOP BY 
SUBSTITUTING ARB(0), 
AND, AFTER WINNING 
ARBITRATION, SENDS 
OUT REMOTE OPN ONTO 
LOCAL LOOP WITH ANY 
FOLLOWING RRDYs. IF 
THE WINNING REMOTE 
OPN WAS PSEUDO-FULL 
-DUPLEX. WHEN IT 
ARRIVED, CONVERT IT 
BACK TO HALF DUPLEX 
BEFORE FORWARDING 
ONTO LOCAL LOOP 



DESTINATION NODE ON 
LOCAL LOOP OF LEFT 
HALF BRIDGE RECEIVES 
OPN AND ANY RRDYs 
AND RESPONDS WITH AN] 
RRDY, CLS OR DATA 
FRAME 



701- 



/-691 

TX AND RX PORtS Of* LEFT AND 
RIGHT HALF BRIDGE GO 
TRANSPARENT UNTIL CLS 
RECEIVED. RETURN TO START 
ON FIGURE 8A 



LEFT HALF BRIDGE RX 
PORT GOES INTO 
TRANSPARENT MODE 
AS DOES TX AND RX 
PORTS OF RIGHT HALF 
BRIDGE 



RETURN TO START) 
ON FIGURE 8A 



CASE3 



728 



TO FIGURE 8D 



742 




_/740 



INNING OPN \ 
DESTINATION A \ REMOTE 
LOCAL OR 
EMOTE NODE 



FIG. 8C 
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LEFT HALF BRIDGE 
LOCAL OPN IN CASE 3 
| IS HIGHER PRIORITY 
4^-79« ^744 770, AND IS DESTINED 
' ,M C \ , rFOR A LOCAL NODE 

tiam kiAne I 



LEFT HALF 

BRIDGE REMOTE OPN 
HIGHER PRIORITY 



DESTINATION NODE 
RECEIVES REMOTE 
OPN AND RESPONDS 
WITH EITHER RRDY 
OR CLS 



S~746 



DECODE CIRCUIT 620 SEES 
RRDY OR CLS 
FROM DESTINATION NODE 
AND ACTIVATES EITHER 
"RRDY" SIGNAL ON LINE 
730 OR "CLS* SIGNAL ON 
LINE 732. THIS CAUSES RX 
■ PORT STATE MACHINE TO 
ACTIVATE "SWITCH 
CONTROL" SIGNAL ON 
LINE 622 SO AS TO CAUSE 
SWITCH 61 4 TO MAKE 1-2 
CONNECTION TO ENTER 
TRANSPARENT MODE. 



LEFT HALF BRIDGE 
SENDS A PREEMPTIVE 
CLS TO RIGHT HALF 
BRIDGE TO CLOSE 
SOURCE NODE THAT 
INITIATED LOSING 
REMOTE OPN THEREBY 
FREEING RIGHT HALF 
BRIDGE LOCAL LOOP 
SEGMENT TO HAVE A 
CONCURRENT LOCAL 
LOOP TENANCY AND 
DISCARDS REMOTE OP N 



LEFT HALF BRIDGE 
LOCAL OPN IN CASE 3 
IS HIGHER PRIORITY 
744l AND IS DESTINED 
<H FOR A REMOTE NODE 

r7M 



LEFT HALF BRIDGE 
FORWARDS WINNING LOCAL 
OPN TO RIGHT HALF BRIDGE 
BY ACTIVATING "INSERT 
OPN". IF THE WINNING LOCAL 
OPN IS PSEUDO- FULL- 
DUPLEX, MAKE NOT CHANGE 



LEFT HALF BRIDGE RX 
PORT STATE MACHINE 
CONTROLS SWITCH 614 
TO SET 1-3 LOCAL 
BYPASS CONDITION 



I 
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IF RRDY COUNTER IS 
NONZERO, RX PORT STATE 
MACHINE ACTIVATES 
INSERT RRDY" 
REPEATEDLY UNTIL RRDY 
ftOHNTISTFRn 
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RRDY OR CLS PRIMITIVES 
TRANSFERRED FROM LEFT 
HALF BRIDGE ARRIVE AT 
RIGHT HALF BRIDGE RX 
PORT WITHOUT PRECEDING] 
OPN. REMOTE DECODE 
CIRCUIT 604 ACTIVATES 
"RRDY" ON LINE 696 OR 
CLS" ON LINE 734. TX PORT 
STATE MACHINE IN RIGHT 
HALF BRIDGE SETS "SWITCH 
CONTROL" SIGNAL TO GO 
TRANSPARENT. 



I 



IF THE LATCHED AL_PA 
IS PSEUDO-FULL- 
DUPLEX.THE RX PORT 
STATE MACHINE 
ASSERTS AN "RX 
CONVERT BACK" 
SIGNAL TO CONVERT 
THE OPN BACK TO HALF 
DUPLEX, AND THEN 
ACTIVATES "INSERT OPN1 
SIG NAL ON LINE 774 

~3 



LZEJ 



r790 



RIGHT HALF BRIDGE DOES 
ITS OWN ADDRESS 
COMPARISON AND 
REALIZES ITS 
PREVIOUSLY SENT OPN 
LOST. TX PORT OF RIGHT 
HALF BRIDGE SENDS OUT 
PREEMPTIVE CLS AND 
BEGINS ARB(O). 



W58 



BOTH RIGHT HALF BRIDGE 
RX PORT AND LEFT HALF 
BRIDGE TX PORT GO 
TRANSPARENT WHEN 
RECEIVE A DATA FRAME, AN 
RRDY OR A CLS 
NOT PRECEDED BY OPN 
UNTIL A NEW OPNARRIVESJ 



^•780 



RETURN TO START 
ON FIGURE 8A 



FIG. 8D 



WINNING OPN ARRIVES 
AT TX PORT FROM 
LOCAL SEGMENT 
RETURN AND CAUSES 
TX PORT TO MAKE 1-3 
CONNECTION AND GO 
TRANSPARENT. RRDYs 
OR CLS FROM DEST. 
NODE CAUSE RX PORT 
OF LEFT HALF BRIDGE 
TO GO TRANSPARENT 

I 



WHEN ARB WON, RIGHT 
HALF BRIDGE RXPORT 
ACTIVATES ARB WON 
WHICH CAUSES RIGHT 
HALF BRIDGE TX PORT 
TO STOP ARB AND 
ACTIVATE INSERT OPN 
AND, IF NECESSARY, 
CONVERTS FORWARDED 
OPN BACK TO HALF 
DUPLEX. 



RETURN TO START 
ON FIGURE 8A 



/794 



RIGHT HALF BRIDGE 
ACTIVATES INSERT RRDY| 
ON LINE 686 SUFFICIENT 
NUMBER OF TIMES TO 
TRANSMIT NUMBER OF 
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